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ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION IN 
p THE BALANCE 


TH subject of education for architecture is at present very 

much in the minds of professional educationists, and 
not less in the minds of practising architects, as the forthright 
etter from Mr. William McCrea in our issue of May 15 so 
clearly indicated. It would be idle to pretend that the 
profession as a whole is satisfied either with the present 
architectural educational system or with its product, and in 
truth there are many teachers and not a few principals of 
would agree with these critics that radical 
} changes are overdue. 


eae ee 
CNOOLS Who 


. Thought centres largely round the old question of training 


y apprenticeship plus part-time school work versus full-time 
school work followed by a period of practical training. The 
irguments are well known, and we do not propose to recapitu- 
late them here, the more especially as a joint committee com- 
posed otf members of the RIBA Board of Architectural 
Education is now sitting, under the chairmanship of Mr. D. H. 
McMorran, to consider this and other matters, and to report 
to the committees of the Board, which in turn will presumably 


ort to the RIBA Council. 


Though it would not be proper to discuss this or other 











ssues ile they are under deliberation, there is one matter 

hich, by reason of its bearings on future policy, is due for 
immediate consideration. This is the very nature of the 
RIBA Board of Architectural Education itself, which many 
feel is now virtually controlled by the schools and lay element. 


\n analysis of the Board of 1952-3 (that which considered the 
hardship claim of students confronted with a requirement to 


idd 


| a year’s practical experience to these school courses) 


show it of 66 members, 1g were representatives of lay 
bodies which ten are not architectural and nine are gen- 
erally representative of bodies which in fact select an architect 
r teacher to represent them; 25 were representatives of the 
teaching profession, some not being architects; and the 


remaining 22 practising architects engaged either in private 
or othcial work. The practising architects were thus heavily 
outnumbered by the lay and teaching members—a situation 

not envisaged by the founders of the Board 50 years 
r by the RIBA Council, who in 1925, when permitting 
ise in the number of the Board’s membership, made 
Clear that there must be retained “ 
he ‘ising architects of experience who must always form 
il element in the Board.’’* 


certau 


ago. ne 


verweight ingredient of theory in the Board’s com- 
pos night matter less were it not for the fact that the 
Boa: s steadily assumed powers that are almost autonom- 
US compared with its original constitution in 1904. 
Mo the number of RIBA Council members who serve 
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on the Board of Architectural Education and on its com- 
mittees 1s so small as to go far towards depriving the Board of 
guidance in its deliberations and of the means of expounding 


its policies and decisions within the Council Chamber. The 
* hardship claim ” of the students (fully ventilated at the time 
in our columns, when the ball was thrown back and forward 
between Board and Council until those onlookers who were 
not sick were dizzy) is an example of a situation that can arise 
when there is insufficient liaison. It seems particularly 
unfortunate that no member of the RIBA Council has been 
nominated to the Joint Committee. 

We do not overlook the fact that the statutory aspects of 
architectural education are in the hands of the parallel Board 
of Architectural Education of the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom, whose construction is 
regulated under the Architects’ Registration Acts. Edu- 
cational policy and the conduct of examinations are neverthe- 
less the responsibility of the RIBA, and we submit that the 
time is overdue for the RIBA Council to reconsider the 
composition of the Board—particularly under By-law 49, 
which lays down that membership shall consist of subscribing 
members of the RIBA and such other persons as the RIBA 
Council may invite; at present the excessive numbers of 
‘ such other persons ’’ can defeat the principle that practising 
architects shall be retained on the Board in appropriate 
strength. 

In conclusion it appears to many that direct control of 
architectural education by the Council of the RIBA is long 
overdue. At present, to quote the History of Architectural 
Education already referred to “ every branch of the activities 
of the RIBA which was connected in any way with the 
education of architects was handed over to the Board.” 
This delegation of authority by the parent professional body 
is not in the interests of the public whom the profession 
serves ; the members of the profession themselves ; or the 
students, in whose thorough professional training the RIBA 
should take a greater interest. 





CORONATION ROUNDEL, designed in white, red and 
black mosaics, by Mr. A. B. Read, director of design for 


the Carter Group of Companies. It is 3 ft. in diameter, 
and is intended for ‘‘ signing buildings’’ completed in Cor- 
onation year. A smaller size is also available. Mr. Read 
has also designed two fatence plaques for the same purpose. 
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RSG apmecse ais semper 


The Queen laying the foundation stone of the new College buildings of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. The stone is inscribed : ** Laid by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IIT, Hon. Fellox 


of the College, on May 5, 1953, the vear of her Coronation.’’ 
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Sige QUEEN is much in the minds of he people in these last days preceding her Coronaiton, 

The decorations which are clothing the Ceremonial Route. the City. and. indeed. every part 
of the Metropolis, and the ceaseless influx of visitors in many forms of dress now crowding into 
central London, serve to indicate the rapid crescendo of interest which will culminate on Tuesday 
in the greatest spectac le of our time 


Our thoughts will indeed be with the Queen as she prepares to face the long ordeal of the 


lo the service of God and of the peoples of the Commonwe alth. 
Each one of us, her people, will do well to remind himself that the solemn ceremony which we 


] 


shall séé OV he ar iS al 


ceremony, and dedicates herself anew 


so the opportunity for self-dedication to the cause of a better Britain, Common- 


- j “ j ¢ } . . e ° 
wealth and, indeed, world. The example of the Royal family has tong been one of unremitting 


and devoted service to the peoples of the British family of nations. It is an example which we can 


and must engage ourselves to follow in the years ahead. May God give the Queen strength, with 
y ] A _ . ngs . . ° was pia , 
her well-loved husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, to maintain the shining example she has alread) 


set, and to us, who are charged with the rebuilding of our country, the will to follow it ! 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
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NOTES & NEWS 


RVEY OF SLUMS 


] Si 

Hi National Housing and ‘Town 
T Pianning Council, which have been 
pressing during the last three years for a 
Nat Housing Survey, have decided 
ther -es to inquire from every local 
authority the number of sub-standard 
houses they have in their areas, and how 
manv could be made fit at reasonable ex- 
pense In the Council’s view the Govern- 


housing programme can only be 
rly judged in relation to actual needs. 





prope 


14RD FOR BRICK BUILDING 


Tue Worshipful Company of Tylers 
and Kricklayers have recommenced the 
award made pre-war for the building of 
most merit erected within eight miles of 


Charing Cross during the three years 
prior to the award. Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, OM, Mr. Edward Maufe, RA, and 
Mr. R. H. Uren, FRIBA (all past 


recipients of the award) have made their 


in favour of Birkbeck College, 


decision 


Malet-street, WC, and have awarded a 
Gold Medal to Dr. Charles Holden, 
FRIBA, and a silver medal to Mr. Frank 
Parker, foreman bricklayer of Messrs. 
Prestige and Co., the builders. Bucking- 
hamshire bricks, supplied by Messrs. 


\mes, were used in Blandford bond 
two courses of stretchers and one of 


R. ¥ 


VARS GROUP 


Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN has given 
ip his post of Honorary Secretary of the 
MEARS Group which he has held for three 
and his place has been taken by 
Mr. ‘Trevor Dannatt, whose address is 
f Fitzroy-square, London, W1. All 

rrespondence dealing with the Group 
ruld sent to Mr. Dannatt with the 
exception of that connected with CIAM 9, 

hich should be sent to Mr. Goulden. 


he 


HOUSING CENTRE CONFERENCE 


ING Srock: Slums; Improve 
New Building,” is the theme 
by the Housing Centre for its 


conference on housing to be held 
County Hall, London, from June 10 
Ihe conference will be opened by 
‘lr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secre- 


Ministry of Housing and Local 
( nment. An illustrated lecture on 
Housing Architecture,” by Mr. Peter 
Shepheard, ARIBA, AMTPI, will be 


wi ! on 


the second day of the con- 


STRESSED CONCRETE 
visitor to London 
M. Y. Guyon, a leading 
rity in France on prestressed con- 
cre [he occasion was the launching 
English translation of his book, 
tressed Concrete *’ (price 70s.). He 
e chief guest at a cocktail party 
ul by his publishers (Contractors 
R { and Municipal Engineering) at 
phen’s Club, Westminster. 
tressing inseparable from the 
f Freyssinet, and throughout most 
many years which he spent, first 
in research and analysis and later 


WELCOME on 


NI 19, was 


1S 


THE GBUILCE? 








Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 


From the RA Exhibition 


FLATS, ABERCORN-PLACE, ST. MARYLEBONE. Clifford Culpin, 
FRIBA, and Partner, Architects. 


in practical development, Guyon was his 
right-hand man and in the introduction 
to this book Freyssinet pays a touching 
and generous tribute to their association. 

M. Guyon graduated from the Ecole 
Polytechnique in 1919 and after a wide 
experience in the design and construction 
of both steelwork and reinforced concrete, 
joined Freyssinet 16 years ago. For the 
past 11 years he has been chief technical 
adviser to Freyssinet’s firm—STUP. 

Prestressing will undoubtedly be 
paramount importance in the future and 
many believe that M. Guyon’s book will 
remain a standard work for many years 
to come. 


THE CARDINAL’S HAT 

A FINE EXAMPLE of medieval architecture 
in Lincoln has been found and restored 
by the St. John Ambulance Brigade as 
headquarters for their city corps. It is 
a fifteenth-century building in the High- 
street known as the Cardinal’s Hat. The 
name derives from the fact that ‘Thomas 
Wolsey, the Minister of Henry VIII, 
was Bishop of Lincoln 1514-15. 

The structure was originally an inn and 
was appropriated in those early days for 


the maintenance of the cathedral fabric 
at an annual rent of 26s. 8d. Both 
Royalists and Roundheads occupied 


Lincoln in the Civil War and the building 
was damaged. The Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners sold it in 1872. It became almost 
derelict, and the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade bought it and set about restora- 
tion. 

The stripping of plaster which had 
been placed over the whole of the exterior 


COMING EVENTS 
FUNE 1 
Exhibition of hand 


1d Barbara 
intil 


MONDAY 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
woven furnishing fabrics, by Hilary Bourne ar 
Allen 34, Bedford-square, WC! Continuing 
June 15 
RIBA 


Travelling exhibition Home and Sur- 
roundings.”’ 


Castle Hotel, Bangor, N. Wales. Continu 


ing until June 11. 
FRIDAY, FUN# 
INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEFRS Summ € 
meeting Caxton Hall, Westminster, SW! p 


Continuing on June 6 


of 


Fas revealed the structure as a valuable 
example of the architecture of the period. 
HOUSING AND FURNITURE 

Courses on furnishing and housing in 
the school curriculum are recommended 
by a team of sociological experts after an 
intensive survey of urban neighbourhood 
planning and of house design at Coventry 

The long-term results expected would 
be a more imaginative approach to the 
use of the house, a demand for newer 
types of furniture and an attitude to 
housing which would be a spur to the 
architect’s creative work rather than, as 
at present, a barrier. 

The team, under the direction of Prof 
P. Sargant Florence, of Birmingham 
University, had interviewed 42 families, 
mostly working-class, living in 
and questioned them on_ houss 


steel 
houses, 
designs. 

‘There was clearly a need to spread more 
knowledge about different types of houses 
and their adaptation by furnishing to the 
residents’ requirements 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sik GILes GILBERT SCOTT AND SON have taken int 
partnership Mr. F. G. THomas, FRIBA, as fron 
January 1, last. The firm will in future be known as 
Sir Giles Scott, Son and Partner, 3, Field Court, Gra 
Inn, WCl 

Mr. A. G. Goopair, ARIBA, has taken into partner 
ship Mr. K. E. Foster, ARIBA, and Mr. H. D 
Howe tt, ARICS. The firm will continue to practis« 
at Albemarle House, Osborne-road Southsea, Hants 
under the style of Messrs. GOopair FOSTER AN 
HoOweELL, chartered architects and chartered quantit 
surveyor 

Mr. G. A. Hanscoms, FRICS, FIArb, of 100 


Gloucester-place, London, W1, quantity surveyor, has 


opened a branch office in Accra, Gold Coast, where 
Mr. Peter GARDNER, ARICS, is manager. The address 
is P.O. Box 670, Accra, Gold Coast (tel 4247) 
Catalogues, ete of building materials suitable for 


tropical countries will be appreciated 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1833 
Saturday, May 28, 1853 


NELSON’S MONUMENT.—Sir De Lacy 
Evans complained of the incomplete state 
of the monument to Nelson, in Trafalgar- 
square, and thought it was not creditable 
to the patriotism of the country that it 
should remain in that state. He hoped, 
now that the Government had taken it in 
hand, it would be completed without 
further delay. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COLLABORATIVE TRAINING OF 
ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Further to your recent corres- 
pondence on this proposal, building 
construction is the one subject that 
everyone in building has to learn. The 
same textbooks are used by all—from 
architect to craftsman—and this ensures 
that, when we meet on the site, we all 
speak the same language. ‘To introduce 
special brands of building construction, 
such as ‘‘ architectural,’’ “‘ managerial ’’ or 
‘* craft,’’ would be likely to breed special 
dialects, so that in time interpreters 
would be needed to explain to craftsmen 
and builders what the architects wished 
to convey. 

In architectural schools attached to 
technical colleges, architectural, managerial 
and craft students often attend the same 
lectures on construction. ‘The system 
works very well, and has the advantage that 
all learn the same constructional language. 
The ‘S design accent,’’ on which some lay 
such stress, can well be added in the 
studio, without the studio master having 
to teach construction. ‘The best person 
to teach that subject is a constructor 
one who has both executive and craft 
experience, such as a good general foreman. 

"THOMAS FOSTER 

Sudbury Lodge, Thornton Heath 


To the Editor of The Builde 


IR,—I have read with great interest 
and support vour leader “ Getting 
Together’? in The Builder of April 10. 

May I, for many years a_ part-time 
lecturer on Building Statutes, plead for 
the inclusion at the earliest stage of any 
School curriculum of this most demanding 
and important subject. How can it profit 
a student, soaked in design and construc- 
tion for four-fifths of his training, 
suddenly to be made aware that the over- 
riding authority 1s law ? Whether it is an 
ass or not 1s beside the point. The cold 
fact remains that it is the dominant 
factor. 

Over and over again, in my long official 
experience, architects and students have 
expressed surprise and anger when in- 
formed that their cherished designs cannot 
be realised in the form or situation desired. 
The varying building, town planning, 
public health and housing Acts—together 
with innumerable Byelaws—are the back- 
bone (albeit the bugbear) of all building 
development, and to treat them with 
scant respect, or as an unavoidable evil, 
is the height of folly. 

By all means let the architect and 
builder get together, but for pity’s sake 
do not let us continue to omit the third 
and equally important partner, the 
‘Statutes *’ adviser. 

CuHarces D. Barnarp [ARIBA] 

103, Cissbury Ring South, N12. 


ENTASIS ON THE CENOTAPH 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—I can assure Mr. Loweth, who 
seems to doubt my word, that the 


late Sir Edwin Lutyens did express sur- 
prise that “no-one had ‘spotted’ the 
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secret of the Cenotaph—its entasis.’’ The 
remark was made shortly after the original 
temporary Cenotaph had been erected for 
the Peace Celebrations of 1919. Pre- 
sumably, therefore, Mr. Loweth’s skirmish 
with the popular Press on the same point 
must have been unknown to Sir Edwin, 
or of a later date 

However, there can be no argument, 
I think, on the point I was trying to make, 
namely, that entasis should not be apparent 
to the eye since its purpose is to correct 
an optical illusion. G. Fook. 


ARCHITECTURE IN THE TROPICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Having just seen the recent 
issue of Punch containing the drawing 
by ‘“*Emett”’ entitled ‘‘ Le Corbusier,”’ 
I note that the French architect has de- 
signed a new capital for the East Punjab. 
This gives a picture of India and the new 
capital city designed by Corbusier with 
its fast motor roads, pedestrian ways and 
short walks to bus stops! A large amount 
of development is taking place and is 
being visualised for the “‘ backward races’ 
both in India and also in parts of Africa, 
and they are all in the most modern style 
suited to the fast moving motor-car and 
the aeroplane. The motor-car now is the 
basis of our rather over-civilised world 
and the situation is getting worse day 
by day. 

lhe building designs that have been 
illustrated are, in) many 
advanced in style, and are surely unsuit- 
able, one would think, for ‘ backward 
native peoples.’” Would not perhaps 
buildings more in the local style—more 
native—be more suitable and humane for 
older civilisations which, no doubt, res- 
pect their own traditions of buildings ? 
In the great continent of India we think 
of the great architectural masterpieces 
such as magnificent mosques, the world 
renowned “ Taj Mahal,’’ of the Shalimar 
Gardens in Kashmir and the _ beautiful 
Mogul tombs and tall minarets symbolising 
their great inheritance of the past 2,000 
years or more. 

It seems most unfortunate that old 
civilisations such as these should have to 
lose their own historic identity in the 
present world scramble to be ‘ultra 
modern’ and the attempt to compete 
with the now global style of austere modern 
architecture for all the new buildings to 
be erected in the tropics. 

A. NEVILLE Ho ct. 


20, Exchange-street East, Liverpool. 


cases, most 


RELIEVING CONGESTION IN 
LONDON 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Truly the ways of Government 
are perverse and inscrutable. In 
your issue of May 15 (p. 769), under the 
heading “‘ Relieving Congestion in Greater 
London,”’ you state in a paragraph headed 
‘ willingness to move,’’ that the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government con- 
siders that the time has come to compile 
a register of people willing to move to 
accommodation becoming available in the 
new towns. 
Yet this same Ministry has already 
informed some 70 of its unwilling members 
in the ‘Tunbridge Wells Region that they 
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The advantages of modern 
architecture. 


are to be moved to London in the autumr 
and that other Regions are to follow 

So the close liaison with local authorities 
is to be severed at the height of a successful 
housing drive. Government prefabricated 
offices in the provinces are to be emptied 
to add to the congestion in London where 
office accommodation, catering facilities 
housing and transport are already s 
crammed that a_ television 
programme has recently been devoted 
to the growing problems of this vital 
target area. 

It seems the dictum is: ‘‘ Do as I sa\ 
but do not do as I do.’ 

I enclose my card. 


B. B. BEWILDERED 


* Focus 


BUILDING IN STONE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S: We note in your issue of Mav 5 

in “The Scottish Builder (pag 
736), the statement made that: “ The 
use of English stone is of practically p 
help to Scottish masons for the practic 
is for almost all work to be done at the 
quarries and the stones transported read) 
to be put in position.” 

This, of course, is quite mecorrect as 
regards Portland stone, which is shippec 
to Glasgow straight from the quarries If 
the form of block stone. The stone 1s 
then sawn up and masoned in Scotland 
with Scottish labour. 

In other words, five-sixths of t] 
expended on the stone is carri 
Scotland when Portland stone is used 

A. N. PictTor, 
Managing Director, ‘T! 
and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd 

Abbey-road, Bath. 
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CLERKS OF WORKS’ FUX' 
To the Editor of The Bu: 


’ ' vain 
IR,—Will you please grant agal 


. that | 

the use of your columns - 
may take up a point made by H. 

your 


Campbell in his letter publishe 
issue of May 15. 

Henry III followed * John” co 
1216, who at that time was only nu 
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age | he reigned for 57 years. During 
his ren no fewer than 159 buildings were 
built, with which commenced the Early 
Engli style of architecture. Many 


indulgences were granted to the Society of 


Freemasons [no connection with English Free- 
masonrv| who encamped themselves along- 
side the proposal of every new building. 


These Freemasons were cultured and highly 
craftsmen, and they were also great 


artists, and they ranged from one country to 
another They were the first known 
Society’ in this country, and the “‘ chiefs ”’ 


called surveyors, and the directors of 
iF r were called ‘‘ wardens.’’ Each warden 
was in charge of 10 men, and those of us 
ive studied such records cannot but 
and esteem their economy and the 
speed with which they erected such lofty 
structures. 

In the building of Windsor Hall not one 
clerk was employed, whether in holy orders 
or otherwise, nor was a single clerk employed 
in the rebuilding of Windsor Castle, as we 
know of it to-day, about 620 years ago (I am 
writing away from my references but I have 
the actual dates). Henry III employed a 
manager of works who looked after all the 

properties, but apparently Mr. 
Campbell has not yet found out who he was. 
This manager took his instructions from 
surveyors, although he was personally engaged 


by the King. 





Mr. Campbell appears to treat the functions 
of inspectors somewhat lightly, but I find 
inspectors in other professions to be highly 
skilled in technicalities and practicalities, and 
many of them are good mathematicians. 

W. MacDona np. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 


PRESERVING OPEN SPACES 
EXAMPLES of the valuable work per- 
formed by the Commons, Open Spaces 
and Footpaths Preservation Society are 
given in the Society’s Journal for February, 
issued from 71, Eccleston-square, SW1. 


Thus, in Glamorgan a new road was 
planned to traverse and occupy 123 
acres of a beautiful seaside common, 


but owing to the Society’s intervention 
the planning authority resited the road 
so that it would take only two acres of the 
common, 


\dvice is given on determining the 
status of public paths, and it is pointed 
out that, contrary to widespread belief, 
there is no need to wait until the survey 
of public paths in progress is completed 
re steps can be taken independently 
ascertain the status of such disputed 
The Society once more appeals 
ill to take up cases of paths ploughed up 
| thereafter not restored or rolled out 
perly, but cases where the path was 


} ‘ 
rye 


paths. 


ploughed before 1939 should not be 
I rted. 

lt is emphasised that the Society 
nises the need for change and 


elopment, but that it must fulfil its 
n function of preserving open spaces 
t wherever this is feasible. 


KEN BELT FOR OXFORD 


HE annual report of the Oxford Pre- 
ition Trust says there is hope that it 
be possible to establish agreement 
een the Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
ity counci!s and the Oxford city coun- 
s to what area around and near Oxford 
| be reserved as a green belt. 
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HOUSING MEDALS, 1953 
Ministry's List of Awards 


HE 1953 awards of housing medals 
and diplomas offered by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, for the best designed 
local authority urban and rural housing 
estates, in England and Wales, have now 
been adjudged on the recommendations 
of the Regional Awards Committees. 
These annual awards, which are made with 
the support of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, aim to encourage a 
high standard of house design and estate 
planning, and to recognise outstanding 
examples. Entries are received from 
New Towns and from housing associations, 
in addition to local authorities. 

The 1953 awards were chosen from 294 
schemes completed during 1952. There 
were 19 more schemes entered for this 
competition than for the previous year. 

The Regional Awards Committees con- 
sist of nominees of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, local architectural 
societies, the local authorities’ associations 
and the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. There is at least one 
woman member on each committee. 

A medal together with a diploma signed 
by the Minister and by the chairman of the 
appropriate Awards Committee is given 
to the architect or designer responsible for 
each winning design. A similar diploma 
is presented to the local authority con- 
cerned. In judging the entries the Awards 
Committees have taken into account the 
architectural quality of the houses and 
the layout and appearance of the estates. 
Regard has been paid to the economical 
use of land and services and the use of 
compact planning and economical and 
efficient methods of construction. 

At the invitation of the President and 
the Council of the RIBA, the Minister 
will present the medals and diplomas at 
the Royal Institute on Wednesday, June 24, 
at 2 p.m. 

The awards are as follows :— 

Northern : 

Local authority, Peterlee Development 

Corporation ; scheme, Thorntree Gill Estate ; 


architect, Wilfred John Scott, FRIBA, 
Chief Architect to the Corporation. 
Helmsley RDC; Elmslac-road, Helms- 


ley ; Messrs. Needham, Thorp and White, 
FF/ARIBA, York. 


East and West Riding : 
Wetherby RDC; North Rigton ; 
Alban Jones, FRIBA, Leeds. 


North Midland : 

Higham Ferrers BC; Upper 
street: Messrs. Gotch, Saunders and 
ridge, Kettering. 

Bracklev RDC : Moreton Pinkney ; 
Geoffrey Forsyth Lawson, LRIBA, Banbury. 


William 


(Cseorge- 
Sur- 


Eastern : 

East Ham CBC; 
Arthur William Walls, 
Housing Department. 

Hatfield Development Corporation ; 
Green: Lionel Brett and Kenneth 
AA.RIBA, Watlington Park, Oxford. 


Brentwood 
East Ham 


Ingrave, 


ARIBA, 


Roe 
Boyd, 


Epping RDC; The Oxleys, Harlow; 
Robert Oswald Foster, FRIBA, Buckhurst 
Hill. 

London : 


Westminster City Council; Churchill- 


821 


gardens, Pimlico, SW1 ; Messrs. Powell and 
Moya, AA.RIBA, Westminster. 

Friern Barnet UDC; The Hollies; Ken- 
neth Reginald Smith, ARIBA, Gray’s Inn, 
WC1. 

Southern : 

Abingdon BC; Thames-street ; 
Russell Cox, FRIBA, Witney. 

Windsor RDC; Nell Gwynne-avenue, 
Sunninghill ; Messrs. Sainsbury and Cham- 
berlain, L, FRIBA, Reading. 


South-Western: 

Bath City Council ; Phoenix House, Julian- 
road; Hugh Duckworth Roberts, FRIBA, 
Bath. 

North Cotswold RDC ; Littleworth Estate, 
Chipping Campden ; Thomas Robert Bate- 
man, ARIBA, AMTPI, Evesham. 


Frank 


Midland : 
Birmingham City Council; Toronto- 
gardens, Harborne; David Owen Harris 


Davies, FRIBA, MTPI, City Housing De- 
partment, Birmingham. 

Coventry City Council; Wellington-ger- 
dens, Spon End; Donald Evelyn Edward 
Gibson, CBE, ARIBA, MTPI, City Architect, 
Coventry. 

North-Western : 

Liverpool City Council; Southdene, 
Kirkby Estate; Ronald Bradbury, PhD, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, City Architect, Liverpool. 

Ulverston RDC; Hawksgarth, Hawks- 
head ; Horace Nicholson, Housing Depart- 
ment, Ulverston RDC. 


South-Eastern : 

Crawley Development Corporation ; 
Northgate ; Alwyn Gwilym Sheppard Fidler, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, lately Chief Architect to the 
Corporation. 


East Ashford RDC; Chilham; Messrs. 
Jackson and Jackson, Ashford. 
Wales : 

Swansea CBC; Toronto-place, Penlan ; 
Herbert Tom Wykes, FRIBA, AMTPI, 


Borough Architect, Swansea. 

Maelor RDC ; Horseman’s Green, Halgh- 
ton; Messrs. H. Anthony Clark, F. C. 
Roberts and Partners, F/ARIBA, Wrexham. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums: £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 
BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 

HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF.  Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums: £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander, S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, International Hospitals Federation, 10, Old 
Jewry, EC2. January 23, 1953 

DWELLING ACCOMMODATION, MARINE 
PARADE, DOVER. Promoted by the Dover Corpora- 
tion. Premiums: 1,000 gns., 500 gns., 250 gns., 150 gns., 
75 gens.. 50 gns. Assessor: Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, 
CBE, FRIBA, DisTP, MTPI. Closing date : September 
10. Last day for questions : June 15. Conditions from the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Dover. May 22, 1953 

EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. Pro- 
moted by Sheffield University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pro-Chancellor, Sheffield University. Con- 
ditions from Secretary to the competition, The University, 
Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions : March 14. 
Closing date : October 31. February 13, 1953. 

OFFICE BUILDING, DUBLIN. Promoted by the 
Dublin Port and Docks Board. Premiums: £700, 
£500, £200, £100. Assessors : Mr. John M. Fairweather, 
P-PRIAI, Mr. Vincent Kelly, BArch, P-PRIAI, FRIBA, 
and Mr. Alfred E. Jones, FRIAI. Closing date : November 
2. Last day for questions : June 2. Conditions from the 
Secretary, Dublin Port and Docks Board, Westmoreland- 
street, Dublin. May 22, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “The Builder”’ in which details of the competition 
appeared. 
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A Preview of the Coronation Decorations 


A Last-minute Appraisal of the West-end Schemes 


AVING written previously about 
several of the design schemes for 
Coronation decorations at the 
their publication, I am condemned to 
traverse the route on foot to see how the 
result compares in reality with the designs 
and, by implication, eat my words where 
justice requires it. 

Straight away, it can be said that it’s 
all going to look very good (with com- 
paratively few exceptions) and very gay, 
which is probably more important. Cir- 
cumstances have combined to express in 
no uncertain terms what is not only a very 
important but also a very happy occasion 
which (avoiding all neo-Elizabethan non- 
sense) may mark the emergence from a 
long period of cloudy overcast. May the 
weather on the day take the hint! 
This results in a quite unaffected feeling 
of spontaneity. It would be nice to be 
able to say that consequently everything in 
the garden is lovely, and certainly one 
doesn’t want to risk being a spoil-sport 
or sour-puss on this of all occasions. But 
it would be less than fair to the responsible 
designers and departments to pull too 
many punches in referring to the rest, 
particularly since the rest could, after all, 
have taken equally competent advice. 

It must in all fairness be said, therefore, 
that officialdom comes out much better, 
and private enterprise less well, than 
might have been expected. Away from 
the official schemes, or the guiding and 
co-ordinating hand of their authors, 
there is a disappointing amount of ‘‘ com- 


time of 


mercial art’’ of a very commercial 
flavour. It is not a matter of vulgarity 
or independence, which would have been 
preferable, but of slight debasement of 
the current idiom, or of just-past fashion 
in design, which is the more irritating 
by only just missing the bus. 

This is surprising in, for instance, 
shopping areas where much attention is 
normally paid to the technique of display 

and even sometimes to architecture— 
and where the merchandise is second to 
none. Where this has happened, often 
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On the left is the Royal 


Academy drawing, by 
Mr. C. Terry Pledge, of 
the Coronation Annexe 
to Westminster Abbey. 
The design is by Mr. E. 


Bedford, ARIBA, Chief 
Architect to the Ministry 
of Works. Below : Block 
plan showing relationship 
of Annexe to Abbey. 


the bigger the business represented, the 
bigger the “‘ black put up’’—to borrow 
an apt wartime expression from the RAF. 

It is often a matter of colour—always, 
of course, a very personal thing as we 
find when we try to discuss it at the 
counter. The pretentiousness that prefers 
to believe that the dreary ‘‘ rust’’ of the 
utility range is the public choice rather 
than good honest red, and the _ baby- 


blues and (spanked) baby-pinks are 
‘pretty’? whatever their purpose, has 


apparently let down what might otherwise 
have been good schemes here and there. 
This seems inexcusable when there 1s 
heraldry as a good copy book when in 
doubt, not to mention the traditional 
‘bunting colours.’’ And what's hap- 
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View in the Mall, looking towards the Palace, showing the Coronation arches crowned with Lions and Unicorns. 
Below is a view from underneath of one of the arches, and (right) a detail of one of the standards which line the route. 


Eric Bedford, ARIBA, Chief Architect, MoW. 
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View in Whitehall, looking towards the Palace 0; 
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pened to all the ‘‘ Coronation colours” 
of the British Colour Council ? 

Having got the grouses over—inevitable 
if one takes this decoration question 
seriously, as one must when we are go 
recently quit of functional  ¢g; wing- 
pains—let’s soak our poor feet, relax and 
enjoy what we can—and that is a great 
deal. 

Outward Journey 


Leaving the Palace, the stands curved 
expectantly round the Victoria Memorial 
are the first impact, and seem already 
peopled with the shadows of what one 
hopes will be crowds not too well-behaved 
to accord, brass - lunged, a royal curtain- 
raiser. "The official stands generally are 
quite excellent in formal treatment. While 
the critics have been nattering about the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold, and so on, the 
authorities have quietly produced a for- 
mula giving all the excitement of “‘ tented 
structures’? and presenting all sorts of 
intriguing, if accidental, effects. Far 
from being eyesores, these often enhance 
their surroundings, and even have some 
curious value in pulling together and 
emphasising familiar vistas and buildings. 
But, oh, the cold shoulders they turn 
with their blank sides—so_ pointedly 
excluding those of us who are not among 
the lucky ticket-holders ! 

From the Colosseum onwards, nobody 
seems to have solved the problem of the 
back of a ramp—that forbidding cliff 
of architectural negation, and short of 
arcading or, as one passer-by was over- 


f 


The decorated standards are by Si 











Hugh Casson, who also designed the gilt cage for Eros, 
Piccadilly Circus, seen (left). Below: A detail of the 
helmeted standards in Whitehall. 
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heard to suggest, mural paintings of 
buildings, it is difficult to know what 
unscaleable alternative could be devised. 
We shall see a lot of these slabby and not 
too well tailored backviews. 


In the Mall the soaring arches have 
come off extremely well, and fully bear 
out the interest created by the model. In 
detail, perhaps they are not quite up to the 
conception in structure—personally, I 
found them more exciting before the 
‘filigree’’ infilling was complete. It is 
difficult to put a finger on what has been 
lost—perhaps it is that a more “ free- 
hand’ sort of treatment with the inequali- 
ties of cane-work is what one had looked 
for. while the Lion and Unicorn finials 
are the tiniest bit ‘“‘ corny’’ in execution. 
On the other hand, the silver and greeny- 
gilt balls strung on wire seem exactly the 
right touch here and indeed elsewhere 
where they are prevalent. Why don’t 
we more freely admit that, for pure fun, 
the traditional glass Christmas-tree decora- 
tions can hardly be improved upon ? 
Past Carlton House Terrace, tentative 
switching-on of the floodlighting in a 
twilight sky was a preview of what should 
be one of our finest assets coming into 
its own. At the Duke of York’s Steps 
pleasant ‘“‘ crown’’ wirework flower-bas- 
kets linked by yellow cords looked par- 
ticularly well against the stone abutments 

but perhaps their eventual destination is 
elsewhere. 

The Admiralty Arch looks well and 
bold, but (again quite personally) a little 
-colour in the exact choice of red and 
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The scene in Regent-street. 


blue. The gilded rope-and-anchor trim 
and rather stencilly crowns are adequate. 
In ‘Trafalgar-square, private enterprise 
begins to obtrude, and at this important 
‘hinge’? much will depend on view- 
point, and the effect is not easy to judge 
in advance. Northumberland-avenue 1s 
again a dark horse at the time of writing, 





Two views in Pall Mall. 
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Designed by Beverley Pick. 


but the vista is well closed at the Embank- 
ment end by an echo of Casson’s Martial 
Trophies, to be described later when we 
come up Whitehall. 

Across Victoria Embankment the strings 
of pale blue, sage green and white fabric 
‘* box-kites’’ with gilt balls are seen 
pleasantly through and against young 
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Decoration for lamp standards, Holborn, and (below) decorative 
crown over the Kingsway-High Holborn junction. 
Cook, ARIBA, Holborn Borough Architect. 


leaves. In  Parliament-square is the 
‘Eccles Triumph.’’ The stands, with 
their sky-blue arms-bearing soffits, tented 
roofs and frilly cornices, ‘‘ do something ”’ 
for the shape of the place which has 
hitherto been lacking, and the Ministry 
of Works’ architects are heartily to be 
congratulated on making an architectural 
whole of what otherwise might have been 
a horrid hatch of monsters in the way of 
seating accommodation. The stand seen 





By S. A. G. 


against the roof of Westminster Hall is 
particularly valuable to the pageantry, 
the only criticism being of the colour of 
the stiff little pennants—otherwise wel- 
come punctuation—which tend to rusty 
red and yellow rather than the pale, clear 
colours one would have liked to see. 

I am still a little unhappy about the 
Annexe. Acknowledging all the practical 
difficulties, it seems still to fall between 
several stools. Did the Ministry, one 





View of one of the decorative standards of Commonwealth 
countries lining the East Carriage 


Eric Bedford, ARIBA, Chief Architect MoW. 


Drive, Hyde Park. 


wonders, discard too easily the idea of 
some more Gothic allusion—not that a 
previous embattlemented horror was the 
answer ? But since we are, I predict, in 
for some sort of revival of the ‘* Gothic 
taste,’’ why not have jumped the gun and 
had it here and now? Paradoxically, the 
Annexe is perhaps not quite “‘ modern 
enough, and that is what may displease 
those who find it out of key. 


Return Fourney 


The return up Whitehali, one feels, 1s the 
climax both emotionally and decorative! 
once the tension is relieved, as far as the 
general public is concerned. Many 0! 
the good buildings and some of th« less 
good really gain by the decoration, which 
dresses without obscuring or confusing. 
Casson’s Trophies—the helmeted, stift- 
plumed masts with suggestions of cross- 
braces and what are presumably |! 
malised epaulettes, but rather sugges 
insulators—are grouped in = mart 
rather “‘leggy’’ array. What 
that something seems to have hap; 
to the subtle greenish-gilt of the h: 
—but perhaps that’s a sore point awai'ing 
a discreet post-mortem ! 

Along Pall Mall is, on several « 
one of the very best effects. “The IS 
generally, either spontaneously ©” 
commissioning good designers, hav: 
exceptionally well not only for then 
(as is natural) but also for the 
(as is commendable in institutions po} 
ly called ‘‘ exclusive ’’). 
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Personally, I found very much to my 
taste the masts crowned with metal-foil 
palm fronts and wreaths, hanging deep 
burgundy pennants. ‘These seemed, in a 
small way, to represent exactly the right 
toucl It was intriguing to realise that 
t! ire most reminiscent of the stanchions 
in the kitchen of Brighton Pavilion 
until one remembers that the best of the 
contemporary design idiom has a much 
more Regency flavour than its authors 


would probably care to admit, as was clear 
at the South Bank and Battersea ! 


\ building over the entrance to Crown 

age, facing St. James’ Palace, has well 
exploited the good, honest bunting colours 
in pennants, drapes and pelmets. St. 
James’-street 1s rather more ‘“ shoppy’”’ 
one had expected—and bitty as a 
result. ‘The coronets on the lamps look 
a wee bit silly perched up on wires 
presumably to survive the heat—but not 
necessarily the worse for that. Again, 


the clubs have done well. 


t 





The banks, on the whole, have gone in 
for some pretty heavy-handed jubilation 
some of their decorations suggest the sort 
of smile that goes with a jocular reference 
to one’s overdratt! But then, banks are 
not supposed to unbend easily—as we 
see when they take space at exhibitions. 
One St. James’-street building is very 
swell with red stripes and yellow tassels 
(real) all over it. 

Piccadilly is shoppy but more lively, 
with a welcome touch or two of magenta 
and lilac to leaven the ubiquitous prim- 
aries. Opposite Green Park, one really 
trightening piece of stand construction 
soars over and engulfs a partly-bombed 
palladian building. A dullish building 
has emerged in a particularly pleasant 
subdued pink (which was probably in- 
tended to be scarlet) that goes so well with 
the colour of its stone that it looks quite 
interesting. Another is most indiscreetly 
‘ moderne ’’—how incongruous and taste- 
less “‘ shopfitters ’’ lettering and emblems 
look on such an occasion, declining too 
easily into the sort of thing to be seen on 
the front of band-boys’ music-stands. 

On the park side, acres of rust-red 
stand-wrapping quarrel a little with the 
fresh green of the leaves, and I wish the 

idspeakers hung from trees didn’t look 
quite so like newly-lifted anti-tank mines ! 
But generally the effect is good. ‘Two 

uldings (clubs again, I think) come out 
ost effectively in pinky-red and indigo 
itment of their respective galleried 
scating—an etfect almost truly Elizabethan 
the right sense, with narrow penthouse 
ots, somehow suggesting the early 
itre prints. At the park end, another 
tpost of Casson’s Military Trophies in 
rtical “‘ squadrons ’’ provides welcome 
nctuation. 

On into Hyde Park, averting the gaze 

m what has happened to Apsley House, 

psed and dwarfed by stands which 

m determined to cram every ounce of 

ctator against its two elevations, and 

th an acreage of corrugated roofing that 
nost rivals Earls Court! By contrast, 
George’s Hospital is one of the best 
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Bond-street. Decorations destgned by 


and Norman, Preston and Partners. 
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possible solutions of both decoration and 
stand-fitting. "The highest praise is that 
one is ashamed not to have noticed before 
what a good building it is. The con- 
sistent and elegant treatment is severely 
and appropriately classical, with ‘‘ dish- 
clout ’’ swags in a very pleasant pale gold 
against crimson backgrounds. 

In the East Carriage Drive, masts with 
pike-tops bear large emblematic car- 
touches, and in echelon round the curve 
are effective where not too obscured by 


trees. ‘The serried ranks of stands have 
a very architectural quality here, and 
improve by the shallower angle made 


possible by the depth of site, and by the 
fact that some well-shaped trees impinge 
upon them and have been incorporated. 
One of the swankiest (and architectur- 
ally worst) of Park-lane hotels looks toler- 
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able for the first time in a pale blue and 
cerise overall. ‘he good little striped 
cafés in the Park, and even the latrines, 
people what otherwise would have been 
an empty aridity, and help the general 


effect. 


Along Oxford-street, the larger shops 
have done their best to shout each other 
down, and some bellow quite pleasantly— 
one with rather minatory mobiles on a 
giant scale. The one generally referred 
to as “a well-known Oxford-street store ”’ 
features a larger-than-lifesize effigy of the 
Queen on horseback in full colour which, 
in my humble opinion, comes perilously 
near to artistic /ése-majesté. There are, 
however, nice masts topped with leafy 
confections of wire mesh and pennants 
to distract the eve from so much private 
enterprise made embarrassingly public. 





Abo e: De corations at Marble Arch 
Underground Station and (right) at 
Victoria District Station. T. E. Bilbow, 


FRIBA, Architect to London Transport. 
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Of Oxford-circus and Regent-street | 
would have preferred not to speak. The 
effect is as if yards of chintz, patterned with 
salad of tudor roses and seaweed, had 
been cut off hastily to fit the pilasters, 
This is interspersed (for variety) with 
giant tudor roses in some plastic material. 
This draper’s notion will, I feel have 
many admirers, but not me. I do on 
the other hand very much like the pink- 
and-white swags over the cornices. _ 

Down to Eros in his gilded cage—an 
amusing virtue out of necessity to keep the 
crowds off him—to a Haymarket whose 
decorations are quite shamed by the 
Theatre, as gay and bright as (almost) 
new paint. I regret only some giant and 
‘““jazzy’’ thistles of uncertain import, 
and note some particularly pleasant colour 
in Cockspur-street notably 
House in a scheme of dark green and 
terracotta pink. 


Oceanic 


And so home, through a London a 
little hushed and still, for all the hammer- 
ing and welding and the crowds, with the 
odd feeling of having looked out from the 
set stage of a theatre into the 
waiting auditorium so soon to be filled 
with excited people far less critical than 
I have been here—as I shall be when the 
time 


i mpty 


comes. 


BasiL MARRIOTT 
































No. 5, MOUNT BEACON, 
BATH 


Architects : 


ROLFE & CROZIER COLE, L/ ARIBA 4 


Quantity Surveyors : 


W. E. UNDERWOOD AND SON ‘ 


Builders : 
F. 7. BLACKMORE AND SON, LTD 





HIS house occupies the site 
of one entirely demolished in 
the air raids of 1942. It is planned 
as a_ self-contained flat on the 
ground floor and a four-bedroom 
maisonette on the first and second 
floors. The flat was intended for 
the use of a married couple, house- 
keeper and chauffeur, for a family 
occupying the maisonette. 

The house is built of Bath stone with a Bridgwater 
tiled roof and sash windows ; there are insulated board 
and joist floors. Following is a list of sub-contractors : 

Precast concrete floor beams, Rapid Floor Construction 
Co. (Bath), Ltd. ; Bath stone, Bath and Portland Stone 
Firms, Ltd., Bath; precast Bath stone hoods, corbels, 
steps, etc., Strenic Construction Co., Ltd., Corsham, Wilts ; 
Minster fireplaces, Robert Membery, Ltd., Bath ; wood- 
block floors, Perfect No-Cova Floors, Ltd., Bath ; P.V.C 
tiling, Semtex, Ltd., Bristol ; sliding door gear, G. W 
King, Ltd., Hitchin, Herts ; ironmongery, Yannedis and 
Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, J. A. Bladwell and Co., Bath ; 
electrical installation, Central Electric, Ltd., Bath ; kitchen 
fittings, J. Maslen and Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts ; wrought 
ironwork, Ironside Engineering Co., Ltd., Bristol ; paint 
and distemper, Hadfields, Ltd., Mitcham, Surrey ; garden 
lavout, Oldfield Nurseries, Bath 
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Detail of entrance to maisonette 
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View from coach park, showing entrances to arrival hall 


WATERLOO AIR TERMINAL ON THE SOUTH BANK 


Architects : 
STIR FOHN BURNET, TAIT AND PARTNERS 














Structural Engineer : Builders : 
A. E. BEER, ACGI, M1StructE RICHARD COSTAIN, LTD 
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View from York-road 


HE air terminal is situated on the South Bank 
adjoining Waterloo Station with frontages to 
York-road, Belvedere-road and Sutton-walk, within 
easy reach of Charing Cross, Westminster and the 
City. It is connected to the Northern, Bakerloo and 
City Underground lines of London ‘Transport by 
escalators in the building, and is served by buses and 
taxis. 


The terminal is the arrival and departure point for 
passengers and freight travelling by British European 
Airways and numerous foreign air lines. Passengers 
travel by coach between the terminal and the airports. 


The building is divided into arrival and departure 
halls with counters for cashiers, booking clerks, 
processing clerks and baggage handling. Over- 
looking the departure hall, at mezzanine level, are 
offices for foreign air line companies and_ staff, 
passengers’ buffet and lounge. In addition, the 
building contains a bookstall and facilities for banking, 
hotel and theatre bookings, car hire and_ public 
telephones. Throughout the public rooms a sound 
relay system keeps passengers informed of the move- 
ments of coaches for different air services. 

All vehicular traffic approaches the terminal from 
Belvedere-road, separate entrances and exits being 
provided for coaches on the south, and for cars and 
taxis on the north side of the building. 


Passengers arriving from the airports alight from 
coaches on the south side of the arrivals hall where a 
series of separate entrances are provided for passengers 


and baggage. Passengers cross the hall to reach 


meeting cars and taxis on the north side, and on the 
way collect their baggage which is set out on low 
counters. 

Passengers arriving by car or taxi enter the departure 
hall on the north side, or by underground or bus from 
the east. Baggage is weighed and checked in on the 
south side where it awaits loading into the appropriate 
coach. Illuminated indicators over each processing 
clerk’s desk show flight number, destination of ‘plane 
and time of departure of the coach. Passengers with 
time to spare can ascend to the buffet, lounge or bar 
by a stair leading out of this hall. 


Staff accommodation is provided in an adjoining 
single-storey wing, and air freight will be handled in a 
building on the north side of the site. 

Construction and Finishes —The terminal consists 
of two parts, the existing Waterloo Station Gate 
building of the Festival of Britain, and an extension 
housing the arrivals hall. Both parts are steel framed 


construction with reinforced concrete floors. New 
walls are of Dutch facing bricks generally, the west 
wall being of uncoursed rubble recovered from 


demolished portions of the existing building. 


Flat roofs are of bituminous sheeting on steel 
decking with glazed or copper covered pitched roots 
and copper fascias. Decorative facing to the north 
elevation is in travertine with painted cement reliet 
panels. Exposed steel stanchions in the extension 
have teak facings and the ceiling is lined with natural 
cedar boarding. Joinery in public parts of the 


building generally is in teak with an oiled finish. 











Entrances to 


arrival hall. 


Counters and desks are faced with plastic material 
with teak edgings. Baggage benches are of afrormosia. 
‘The small spiral stair is lined with teak veneer on a 
grooved plaster finish with brass handrails. ‘The main 
stair to the lounge has painted exposed steel channels 
for stringers, with brass fascia plate, teak handrail 
and plate glass balustrade panels. 

An interesting problem arose in connection with 
the escalator shaft which ventilates that section of the 
Northern Underground line and is subject to wind 
velocities of up to 20 m.p.h. During the Festival of 
Britain, two sides of what is now the departure hall 
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were open; these have now been closed by doors 
and in order to cope with the entrance or egress of a 
large volume of air without disturbance to the 
occupants of the departure hall, a ventilation shaft 
some 200 sq. ft. in area has been formed from a point 
over the escalator head to the roof above the first 
floor. This is fitted with steel louvres at the top and 
a teak “‘ egg-crate ’’ grille over the escalator. 
The first floor is reserved for possible 
extension of office accommodation. 
Services.—Offices, lounge and buffet are heated by 
a gas-fired low-pressure hot-water system. The clerks’ 


future 


De parture 
hall 
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desks in the public portions of the building are 
heated by electric radiant panels on the ceiling and 
under the desks. A sound relay system of loud- 
speakers covers all parts of the building accessible to 
the public. Following is a list of the sub-contractors: 


R. Y. Ames, Ltd., brick factors; D. Burkle and Son, 
[.td., counters, desks, baggage benches, shop-front ; 
gritish Challenge Glazing Co., roof glazing; Builders 
Iron and Zincwork, Ltd., coppersmiths; Central 
Rediffusion Services, Ltd., sound relay system ; C. and T, 
Painters, Ltd., decorations ; W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., 
Colterro lathing; Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
glazed steel doors, glazed screen at head of escalator ; 
Dawnays, Ltd., structural steelwork; English Clock 
System, Ltd., electric clocks; Fenning and Co., Ltd., 
Travertine facing; Grundy Arnatt, Ltd., balustrades, 
barrier rails ; GPO, external and public telephones. 


Gandy, Ltd., aluminium stair nosings; Gaskell and 
Chambers, Ltd., bar fitting; James Gibbons, Ltd., 
ironmongery ; Gilliam and Co., garden work; E. A. 
Hetherington, Ltd., glazing; J. Hamilton-Fish, Ltd., 
linoleum lavers ; The Lettering Centre, signs and lettering; 
H. H. Martyn, Ltd., commemoration plaque; Potter 
Rax, Ltd., roller shutters, accordion doors ; Ruberoid Co., 
Ltd., steel roof decking, bituminous sheeting; Robbs 
Cement Enamel Finishes, cold glaze finishes; J. H. 
Sankey and Son, Ltd., concrete and quarry tile floors ; 
Sovex, Ltd., dragband message conveyor; Standard 
Telephones and Cables, Ltd., internal telephones ; 
Troughton and Young, Ltd., lighting installation, light 
fittings, flight indicator signs; Troughton and Young 
(Heating), Ltd., gas heating installation, electric radiant 
heating panels; Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., 
tarmacadam ; Veneercraft, Ltd., ‘‘ Flexwood ”’ panelling. 





WATERLOO AIR TERMINAL ON THE SOUTH BANK. 
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The buffet-lounge on the mezzanine floor (formerly the 


Rocket Restaurant in the Festival of Britain Exhibition and left substantially as designed by Kenneth Cheesman, ARIBA). 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION, 1953 
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Drawn by J. D. M. Harvey. | From the RA Exhibition. 
SCHEME FOR FLATS AT GIBRALTAR. JOHN R. ATKINSON, ARIBA, ARCHITECT. 













1, HARA: 
Sat age 1 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright. From the RA Exhibition. 
WANDSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL, CLAPHAM-ROAD ESTATE: SIX-STOREY FLATS AND 
MAISONETTES, AND TWO-STOREY OLD PERSONS’ DWELLINGS. THE LATE C. H. JAMES, 

RA, FRIBA (JAMES AND BYWATERS), ARCHITECT. 
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SCULPTURE AT THE 
ROYAL ACADEMY 
The Exhibits Reviewed 
By MARFORIE MORRISON 


bbe Academy Banquet, coming over 
the air with chink of glasses and 
high level of speech-making, 
augur a lively Coronation 
exhibition. Following the usual progres- 
sion Varnishing Day gave place to a 
wet Private View, with the hats hardly 
up to standard, and in due course, with 
a slight diminuendo, the doors opened to 
the general public. And what of the fare 
provided this year? Alas! the hopes, 
raised by two or three years of a more 
progressive policy, were dashed. A sweep- 
ing verdict might be—filling without being 
nourishing. 

In this article we are concerned only 
with the sculpture and, dear me, how dull 
it is. Something must be wrong if out 
of these tons of stone, metal, wood and 
concrete we can get so few authentic 
thrills. It seems as if the sculptors 
exhibiting here have, for the most part, 
avoided realism for fear of being classed 
as reactionary and have equally avoided 
a non-representational approach for fear 
of being thought high-brow and out of 
touch with the common man. Instead 
they indulge in a harmless sort of formalism 
which is not a genuine simplification of 
observed form. ‘This formalisation suc- 
ceeds in planing away any emotion, 
character or surface quality that the work 
might have had in most cases without 
creating a balanced rhythm of design. 
The general level of banality, however, 
has the one advantage of making the few 
lovely things sing out. 

We have noticed in other Academy 
Exhibitions that portraiture is the most 


a very 
seemed to 





WOMAN WAITING: Statue in 
direct plaster, by Willi Soukop. 
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ST. MARK: 


Statue in 


Clipsham 
stone for West Front of St. Wulfram’s 


Church, Grantham. By Harold 


Youngman, FRBS. 


hopeful field in which to find good work, 
and this year is no exception. First and 
foremost is Epstein’s bronze bust of 
Mrs. Ambrose McEvoy, an early work, 
and one of the Chantrey Bequest buys. 
When working directly from the model, 
Epstein’s profound knowledge of appear- 
ances and his creative vision make him a 
master among realists. This head is 
much more delicate in handling than his 
later portraits. There is less violence 
of vitality to distract us from the quiet 
discernment of character. Among the 
portraits there is nothing else in quite the 
same street as this masterpiece, but some 
half adozen runners-up are worthy of study. 

First of all, there is an over-life-size 
head of Lester Epstein by John Skeaping. 
Whether we like it or not this work has an 
arresting quality, conveying the aggressive- 
ness of the sitter by the arrogant pose and 
the startling black caverns of the eyeballs. 
Then there is the head of Alexander 
King, by Benno Schotz, perhaps, at first 
sight, not a very sculpable head; low 
collar, receding hair, big ears, but what 
liveliness and charm of character Benno 
Schotz has brought out. Passing to 
Arturo ‘Toscanini, by Benno Elkan, and 
Nicholas Medtner, by Karel Vogel, we 
have two sensitive and faithful representa- 
tions of two beautiful and characterful 
heads. With such sitters faithful repre- 


sentation and good craftsmanship are 
almost enough. 

Among the child portraits is Dora 
Gordine’s only exhibit. We have said 


before that we do not see enough of the 
work of this admirable woman sculptor. 
Her Child with Pigtail is a plainish little 
girl with hair scraped back and plaited into 
one thin little tail behind. Her ears 
stick out, but she is real and endearing 


in comparison with some of the more 
idealised children’s heads. Lastly, we 
would mention the head of Professor 
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Basil Ward of the Royal College of Art 
by Alan G. King—a nice quiet piece of 
work though it makes Professo; Ward 
look like a Roman portrait. 
Turning from portraits let us consider 
some of the other work. In the ( entral 
Hall, where the exhibits look more at 


home and less crowded, we find Woman 
Waiting, by Willi Soukop. This statue 
is in direct plaster and faintly coloured 
with streaks of blue and pink. The 
material and colour in themselves give 
it quality. The rhythm of the composi- 
tion of the rather stylised figure and 
drapery, suggestive of archaic Greece, 
is excellent. Maurice Lambert shows four 
works, all of them intriguing, but the 
Carving in Paros Marble, his Diploma 
Work, is perhaps the most interesting. 
This figure of a girl holding a fish is a 
complicated design of arms and _ legs 
enclosing voids, and Lambert has organised 
all the parts into a single whole with great 
skill. ‘The white beauty of the Paros 
Marble is a joy in itself. Numbers 1,228 
and 1,202, Song and Bather, are two 
delightful and rather buyable statuettes 
suitable for a modern interior. Reference 
to the catalogue show them both to be by 
T. Huxley-Jones. This sculptor’s work 
becomes increasingly interesting. 

The most difficult section to discuss in 
any exhibition of sculpture is the monu- 
mental and architectural. ‘To start with, 
it is difficult to be fair as we do not see the 
work in its context or from the correct 
position. For instance, the Eagle to 
surmount the column of the RAF 
Memorial in Malta, by Charles Wheeler, 
looks pretty brutal here among the 
statuettes, but may look rather grand when 
in place up aloft. 

The same thing applies to the model for 
the Robin Hood Statue at Nottingham 
Castle by James Woodford. This over- 
fed boy just about to let the arrow fly 
seems stodgy, coarse and_ uninspired, 
but on Robin Hood’s Lawn he doubtless 
falls into place. Anyway, there is no 
timidity in the way that James Woodford 
tackles a big job and his competence 1s 
much to be admired. Harold Youngman’s 


Statue of St. Mark for St. Wulfram’s 
Church, Grantham, though perhaps a 
little pedestrian, stands out because of its 
real architectural qualities. In Clipsham 


stone it has great dignity, carries we! ind 
has a particularly pleasant arrangement of 
drapery. It is a piece of work that 


achieves real distinction by its honesty 
and good craftsmanship. 

Finishing off by a round of the ° 
cases we found no miniature delights, but 
mention must be made of the consid ri 
able display of coins and _ seals ich 
show a high average of design. I"he 
biggest and best of these has not! to 
do with the new reign but is a m« tor 
the Danish Bacon Company, well des zned 
by Eric Kennington. 

BUCKS COUNTY ARCHITE( 

Mr. F. A. C. Maunper, D rch 
(Duneilm), FRIBA, has resigt nis 
appointment as architect to the KS 
County Council, and is shortly t gin 
private practice. A further notic - 


office address will be published 


course. 
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The Use and Economy of Structural 


Insulation 
By G. R. WINCH, 


T HE application of structural insulation to 

large commercial and industrial build- 
incs in Britain is becoming an accepted 
measure to reduce the capital cost of the 
heating system, and to reduce the annual 
fue! consumption. In addition, a marked 
reduction in condensation and pattern stain- 
ine may be achieved and the comfort of 
occupants is increased. 

There does not, however, seem to have 
been a whole-hearted application of insula- 
tion to dwellings until recently, when the 
Government campaign in this field induced 
some local authorities to improve the stan- 
dard of low-cost housing in this respect. 
Nevertheless, in many private houses erected 
in the last few years, no attempt has been 
made to improve the thermal properties 
beyond traditional standards, apart from the 
enforced use of solid ground floors. 


This article attempts to show how dwellings 
are improved by insulation and suggests 
methods of application. 


A house may be regarded as a hollow 
cube in which heat is released deliberately 
by space heating equipment and, incidentally, 
by water heating and cooking appliances. 
All of this heat eventually escapes to the 
atmosphere by conduction through the 
boundary surfaces or by the emission of 
warm air from the building. 


Considering heat. lost by conduction 
through the walls, roof and floor, the rate 
of heat flow through the surfaces is 
governed by the thermal transmittance or 
“U” value of each material. When the 
average transmittance is high, a compara- 
tively, low temperature difference between 
interior and exterior will drive a given 
quantity of heat to the atmosphere. Con- 
versely, for a lower average transmittance, 
a higher temperature difference is necessary 
to pass the same amount of heat. So if one 
considers an insulated house having a low 
iverage transmittance, and an uninsulated 
fouse with a higher ‘average transmittance, 
‘or which the internal heat release and the 
external air temperature are the same over 
. period of time, the average internal tem- 
perature in the insulated house will be 
higher than in the uninsulated house. That 
‘his is markedly so is the general experience 











in Houses 
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of those fortunate enough to live in an 
adequately insulated house, where the tem- 
perature of unheated bedrooms is usually 
acceptable in the coldest weather. For such 
people, the unpleasantness of the cold bed- 
room is, together with outside lavatories and 
hip baths, a thing of the past. On the other 
hand, where a house is properly heated 
throughout, the amount of heat required to 
maintain a given temperature is less in the 
case of the insulated house, resulting in 
lower fuel bills. 


The Application of Insulation 


Where heat losses are to be reduced, in- 
sulation is best applied internally, because 
although the position of the insulation in 
the structure does not affect the heat loss 
under steady conditions, internal insulation 
does result in a much shorter warming up 
period and there is no difficulty in keeping 
the insulating material dry, which is essential. 


Walls. Since nearly all modern houses 
are designed with 11 in. cavity brick walls, 
suitable materials in this class comprise some 
form of load-bearing block possessing ade- 
quate structural and thermal properties, 
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plate or pad may be used to distribute the 
load over a sufficient area. 


A further advantage of using such blocks 
is that delays due to the shortage of bricks 
may be avoided. 

An interesting development in the insula- 
tion of the normal brick cavity wall is the 
application of aluminium foil insulation to 
the inner leaf in the cavity. The foil is 
obtainable in 1 ft. wide rolls and is fixed 
horizontally between the wall ties during 
construction, and is secured at top and 
bottom to the ties by means of galvanised 
wire nails dropped through holes drilled in 
the ties close to the inner leaf. The cost of 
this foil insulation is approximately 3s. 6d. 
per square yard and the “U”™ value of the 
completed wall is 0.15 BTU/hr./sq. ft. °F. 


Walls may be further insulated by means 
of plaster containing approximately three 
parts of fine vermiculite to one part of gyp- 
sum plaster. The low thermal capacity and 
conductivity of this mix make it far superior 
to normal plaster for resisting condensation, 
even when painted. Where the exterior of 
the house is to be rendered, vermiculite 
rendering provides further insulation, among 
other advantages. 


Roofs. The insulation of the normal tiled 
and felted roof with plaster-board or 
plastered ceiling may be improved with 
little extra expense by laying a glass or 
mineral wool blanket 1 in. thick over the 
ceiling joists or by tacking aluminium foil 
or aluminuim double-faced building paper 


























| | Approx. Thermal 
| | Comp. |cost/sq. yd.| conduct- | U for wail Nominal Density 
Type of block. | Thick- | strength | delivered ivity K BTU/hr. standard lb./cu. ft. 

| mess |lb./sq.in.| December, | BTU/hr.sq.| sq. ft. °F size 

1952 ft. °F 
Clay—hollow (six cavity) ese 4in. | 600 6s. 5d. _ 0.2 12 in. by 9 in. 42 
Concrete expanded mal --| 4in. | 750 10 6 1.3 0.17 18 in. ,, Din. 50 
Concrete expanded. Clay agg. | 4in. | 700 9 0 1.3 0.17 18 in. ,, 9in. 48 
Concrete clinker agg. hollow ...| 4tin. | 700 6 10 -_ 0.18 18 in. ,, 9in. 64 
Concrete foamed slag agg. hollow| 4% in. 500 9 6 — 02 18in. ,,9in. | 63 
Concrete foamed slag agg. ...| 4 in. 500 10 6 1.6 0.19 18 in. ,, 9 in. 75 
Normal 11 in. cavity brick wall) — | — — 8.0 0.3 Jin. 3in. | 110 





which can replace the 44 in. brick inner 
leaf. Blocks made of the materials described 
in the accompanying table possess the 
desired properties, among others on the 
market. 

There exists some initial prejudice among 
builders against the use of these blocks, al- 
though once construction is under way the 
rapid rate of progress possible seems to 
make such blocks a readily acceptable 
material. 


Concrete blocks should be kept as dry as 
possible before being built into the wall and 
a lean mortar used, so that visible cracks do 
not appear as a result of shrinkage on dry- 
ing. Such blocks should be in accordance 
with BS 834:44 and the aggregate should 
comply with the appropriate BS where 
applicable. These blocks are easily cut and 
chased and are nailable, and most heavy 
fitments may be secured by means of special 
fixing plugs. 

Clay blocks are not so subject to moisture 
movement, but where chasing is necessary 
it is preferable to use blocks provided with 
knockouts. Special fixing blocks are obtain- 
able and odd lengths may be made up with 
half and three-quarter length blocks. These 
blocks should comply with BS 1190. 


Where heavy loads are encountered, for 
instance where steel joists are used, a wall 


over the joists. Alternatively, glass wool or 
aluminium foil is obtainable in appropriate 
widths for laying between the joists and 
mineral wool is obtainable in a pelleted or 
granulated form for this purpose, as are 
exfoliated vermiculite and insulating gypsum. 


In many cases the normal plastered ceiling 
may be replaced with + in. insulating board, 
which can be decorated in the usual way 
or surfaced with a skim coat of plaster. 


Some particulars of the above insulating 
materials are given on the next page. 
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Uninsulated house—heat escapes easily, 
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| Approx. | Insulation | U for ceiling 
| cost per | Thermal and roof - Weight 
Type of material sq. yd. | con- | (40°) 1b./sq. ft.” 
deld. Dec. ductivity | BTU/hr./ as fixed 
1952 } K } sq. ft. 
| | °F. 
1 in. glass wool blanket over joists... Is. 114d. 0.24 | 0.13 0.25 
i in. mineral wool blanket over joists 3 14 0.26 0.14 i 
Aluminium foil over joists Eh pie =e 2 84 0.21 | 0.15 | 0.03 
Aluminium double-faced building paper over joists Ss —_ j 0.22 0.1 
4in. glass woo! between joists i ia 3 4 0.40 } 0.08 0.5 
Aluminium foil between joists 2 84 0.21 0.20 0.03 
1 in. mineral wool between joists ..., y ee | 0.26 | 0.16 i 
2 in. vermiculite between joists 1 10 0.33 0.12 0.84 
2 in. insulating gypsum between joists 2 10 0.43 0.14 ch 4 
4 in. insulating board ceiling ze ae bia 3 9 0.35 0.29 0.75 
4in. insulating board ceiling plus 1 in. vermiculite 4 8 | as 0.16 1,19 
29 — 0.43 | 1.5 


Normal jin. plaster-board ceiling 





Where a roof is not felted, or is otherwise 
draughty, light loose fill materials should be 
used with .caution. Blanket-type insulation 
material is usually applied more quickly than 
other types. Cold water storage tanks and 
pipes in roofs should always be insulated 
for obvious reasons. Tanks may be pro- 
tected with pre-formed jacket, blanket- 
type wrapping secured with wire, or by con- 
structing a hardboard outer casing into which 
loose fill insulating material is poured. An 
insulated removable cover should be placed 
over the tank. Pipes may be covered with 
the roof insulation where practicable or pro- 
vided with an insulating wrapping. 

Floors.—The usual solid ground floor with 
a hard finish has an average overall trans- 
mittance of 0.13 BTU /hr./sq. ft. °F at 60°F 
mean internal temperature, and when covered 
by wood blocks, cork tiles, carpeting, or other 


INSULATING BLOCKS . 







STRIP INSULATION 


/ FLOOR SLAB 


peoisture BARRIER 








PERIMETER STRIP INSULATION . 


warm finishes the average transmittance is re- 
duced to 0.10 and below. These figures are 
generally satisfactory, except that around the 
perimeter of the slab, adjacent to external 
walls, the transmittance has been found 
from tests to be markedly higher than given 
above, resulting in a cold strip round the ex- 
ternal wall of the house. This state of 
affairs may be improved by carrying the 
cavity in the external wall down to the 
foundation, or by placing strip insulation 
2 ft. wide below the edge of the slab on the 
hardcore and between the edge of the slab and 
the wall. This insulation may be a 2 in. 
thick layer of lightweight concrete or strips 
of 4 in. insulating board or wood-wool slab. 
Waterproof building paper should be placed 
between the insulation and the hardcore 
and wall. Care should be taken that the mois- 
ture barrier on the floor is not broken. 


Windows.—Although double glazing is 
desirable for all heated rooms, the additional 
cost does not seem to be justified except in 
living-rooms possessing a large window with 
glazed door. In a typical living-room with 


a glass area of 60 sq. ft. the heat lost 
through the glass can be 25 per cent. of the 
heat input. Double glazing will approxi- 
mately halve this loss, and will considerably 
reduce cold down-draughts and condensa- 
tion, apart from reducing the noise trans- 
mission through the windows. 


The type of double glazing best suited to 
British houses seems to be the hermetically 
sealed glazing unit, as this results in no extra 
labour in maintenance and cleaning, although 
the amount of pocket money to be for- 
feited due to over-enthusiastic use of a 
cricket ball is frightening. 


Air Infiltration 


Although the reduction of unwanted air 
infiltration is not strictly a matter of insula- 
tion, some attention should be given to this 
in the design of houses, as excessive ventila- 
tion is one of the major ways in which heat 
is lost from a room or house. The discom- 
fort and draughts resulting from cold air 
squirting through loose-fitting windows and 
doors is well known. Metal windows and 
doors normally have a double rebate con- 
tact between the opening light and the frame, 
and wooden windows and external doors 
should be provided with this wherever 
possible. The window fastening should be 
of the type applying a positive closing 
pressure and fanlights should be provided 
for ventilation purposes rather than relying 
on the partial opening of a large window. 


There seems to be a good case for 
weather stripping all opening windows and 
doors in living-rooms at the outset, as the 
reduction in occupiable room area due to 
window draughts is considerable, even when 
central heating is installed. 


Apart from draughts due to wind pressure, 
large air quantities may be drawn into a 
room by the chimney of an open fire, unless 
properly designed. 


Excessive air extraction may be reduced 
in two ways. The throat of the chimney, 
just behind the lintol over the fireplace open- 
ing, can be restricted to an area of 20 to 
30 sq. ins. with a minimum dimension of 
4 in. to allow the passage of a sweep’s brush. 
In addition, external air may be brought in 
by means of a duct to a convenient point in 
the hearth, or, in the case of specially 
designed fires, below the grate. Restricting 
the chimney throat would seem to give more 
definite results than bringing in external air, 
because unless the fireplace is on an external 
wall, which wastes a considerable amount of 
heat, the air duct can, if not of adequate 
area, produce more resistance to flow than 
occurs when air enters the room through 
cracks, so draughts still occur, unless weather 
stripping is used. A combined chimney 
throat unit and lintol in precast, heat-resist- 
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ing concrete is available and seems to offer 
advantages to the builder and to the hy, 
holder. 
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The Economy of Insulation 


One might inquire whether all this appli- 
cation of insulation results in another extra 
cost to be faced, due to improved standards 
of design. It may be conceded that insy- 
lated houses are much more pleasant to 
live in, but can we afford it? 


Let us take wall insulation first. The cost 
of cavity walling using the blocks suggested 
need be no more expensive than the normal 
cavity brick wall. The extra cost of the 
material may be off-set by the reduced cost 
of erection. In fact, in using the cheaper 
materials listed, the cost of the completed 
wall may well be less than the cost of a 
normal well. In daily use in a living-room 
heated by a modern continuous-burning fire 
an insulated wall of U=0.17, with proper 
control of the fire, will save 9,000 BTU per 
sq. ft. per year over a wall of U=0.3, when 
the mean internal room temperature is 60° 
F., and the mean external temperature is 45° 
F. during a heating season of 30 weeks from 
October to April. A typical transverse liv- 
ing-room with three external walls has a 
wall area of about 270 sq. ft., thus the 
saving in coal burnt at 30 per cent. efficiency 
is 54 cwt., equal to about 34s. per year. 
Where other rooms in the house are heated 
the saving is proportionately greater. 


In the case of ceiling insulation, the ad- 
vantage here is that heat rising from the 
ground floor is trapped in the bedrooms 
and the inclination to use the gas or electric 
fire is very much reduced. How much may 
be saved is difficult to estimate, but those 
of us having to pay large gas or electricity 
bills will appreciate the point. 


The heat leak at the perimeter of the floor 
slab is reduced at no extra cost by extending 
the cavity down to the foundations, or the 
cost of strip insulation as suggested would 
be about 2s. to 3s. per foot run of perimeter, 
giving a figure of roughly £11 for a typical 
1,000 sq. ft. house. 

One would expect the mean U value of the 
2-ft. wide uninsulated perimeter strip to be 
double the average value in a heated living- 
room, say 0.2 BTU/hr./sq. ft. °F., and 
when insulated to equal the average value of 
0.1. Thus during the heating season a sav- 
ing of approximately 7,500 BTU/sq. ft. will 
be made. For a typical room with a 40 ft. 
external perimeter the saving in coal on the 
same basis as before will be just under 1} 
cwt., equal to about 9s. 


The cost of double glazing units varics 
from 7s. 6d. per sq. ft. for 30 in. by 60 in. 
units in 32 oz. glass with } in. air space, 
to 16s. per sq. ft. for 8 in. by 10 in. units. 
Double glazing would usually be used for 
larged glazed areas only, so taking a figure 
of 9s. per sq. ft. this compares with about 
Ils. per sq. ft. for normal 32 oz. sheet gisss. 
Considering a large picture window of 40 << 
ft. in a living-room, the annual heat sav "2 
under the conditions used previously, assu” 
ing southerly aspect and curtains drawn '9 
dark hours, will be 21,000 BTU per sq. [' 
per year or 2 cwt. per year, costing 12s. 


Assuming that the window frames to 
used can accommodate the extra thicknes 
(12/32 in.) of the double units, the e¢>'' 
cost for a 40 sq. ft. window would be :« 
under £20. 


Good tight-closing windows with ros! 
fitments should be specified in any case. 2S 
cheap windows which warp and stick are «9 
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uisance to the householder. The 


eternal 

cost of »cather stripping opening lights in a 
living-roc'n and all external doors, requir- 
ing abou: 85 ft. run of material in a typical 
house, would be £10 fixed for bronze strip 
in the c.se of wood windows or £7 fixed 
using feit in the case of metal windows. 


The extra cost of a precast throat unit 
over the usual concrete lintol should be no 
more than £1. The cost of underfloor air 
ducts will depend on length and how they 
are formed. It seems that the area provided 
should not be less than 50 sq. in. with tight 
fitting windows and a restricted throat and 
considerably more than this without. The 
cost of 10 ft. run of duct formed from 
twin 6 in. asbestos cement rainwater pipes, 
laid side by side on the hardcore, including 
the inlet grills and outlet grills in the hearth, 
could be £15-£20. " 

The heat saved by the weather stripping 
and throat unit in the type of living-room 
considered before under the same conditions, 
assuming 34 ft. of windward window and 
door crack with air infiltration reduced from 
100 cu. ft. per hour per foot of crack to 
33 cu. ft. per hour, will be equal to 7} cwt. 
per annum, or about 46s. The effect of the 
underfloor duct will be to prevent air being 
drawn from other parts of the house into 
- living-room due to the action of the 
re. 

Summing it all up, we have for a house in 
which the living-room only is regularly 
heated : — 








Extra | Coal saved |Cash saving 
cost | per annum| per annum 
£ cwt. s. 
Wall insulation oul Nil 53 34 
Ceiling insulation... 15 ~ variable 
Perimeter insulation ... Nil 14 
Double glazing living 
room window ne 20 p 12 
Weather stripping and 
throat unit ie il 7z 46 
46 17 101 














Thus for an initial outlay of about £46, 
in most new houses there can be achieved 
an annual saving of nearly a ton of coal, 
aS well as an initial saving of several thou- 
sand bricks. As far as the householder is 
concerned, for an additional annual repay- 
ment sum of 71s. due to amortizing £46 at 


4} per cent. for 20 years, the annual saving 
is 1Uls. or a profit of just over 40 per cent. 
Since the house and insulation, apart from 


Weather stripping, will last at least 40 years, 
the net gain over the last 20 years, allowing 
for replacing weather stripping, and acci- 








dental breakage to glazing, will be about 
t/|_ This is the financial saving and does 
not include the value of the increase in 
conort of the occupants and the decrease 
in “image due to condensation. 
the house is heated throughout the 
Sa‘ ing is enhanced, as follows:— 
Heat saved in 
Extra Therms 
cost per annum 
w isulation =... a Nil 66 
C 2 insulation ... oe £15 75 
P ter insulation nes Nil 5 
D le glazing living-room £20 8 
low 
W. herstrippingand throat} £11 32 
£46 186 











‘ith heat provided by a hot water system 
ug coke at 112s. per ton at 65 per cent. 
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efficiency, in a cast iron sectional boiler 
under thermostatic control, .the cost per 
therm will be 73d. and with a gas boiler 
using gas costing Is. 3d. per therm at 85 
per cent. efficiency, the cost per therm for 
heat delivered will be 1s. Sid. If electric 
heating is used at Id. per unit the cost per 
therm will be 2s. 54d. plus proportion of 
standing charge and for modern gas fires 
using gas at Is. 7d. per therm at a total 
efficiency of 60 per cent. the cost per therm 
is 2s. 73d. 


In the case of coke then, the annual 
saving is around £7, equivalent to 14 tons 
of coke per annum. With insulation, the 
heating capacity of the boiler, radiator and 
pipework, may be reduced by between 
5,000 and 10,000 BTU /hr. say 8,000 BTU /hr. 
for a typical detached house. This repre- 
sents an initial saving of at least £12, so 
the initial expenditure is reduced to £46 — 
£12 = £34 which involves an annual repay- 
ment sum of 52s. under the same conditions 
as before, with a saving of 140s. per annum, 
or a profit of 170 per cent. If the more ex- 
pensive forms of heating are used, the saving 
is very much increased. 


The use of structural insulation has general 
advantages in the national sense, in saving 
fuel and bricks; for the householder, insula- 
tion means lower outgoings and a more com- 
fortable house to live in. 


ACCIDENTS IN THE HOME 
New Ministry Circular 

(THE Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government has issued a circular to 
local authorities (No. 32/53, dated May 20) 
drawing attention to the Report of the Stand- 
ing Interdepartmental Committee on 
Accidents in the Home, now obtainable 
from HMSO, price 6d. 

The Committee’s Report is based on five 
years of research. It expresses the view that 
the two most important causes of accidents 
in the home are faulty design and equipment 
and, in the broadest sense, human frailty; 
and that of the two, it is the human element 
—ignorance,’' -carelessness and _ physical 
disability—that is the more important. The 
commonest kinds of fatal accidents are listed 
as falls, burns and scalds, suffocation and 
coal-gas poisoning. The majority of the 
victims are young children and old people. 
An appendix to the report lists some of the 
ways these accidents can happen. Local 
housing authorities, states the circular, will 
wish to consider what steps they should take 
to draw the attention of their tenants to the 
relevant parts of the report. 

The circular reminds councils of the 
various recommendations made in_ the 
Housing Manuals on the importance of 
proper design in the elimination of accidents, 
e.g. such matters as proper lighting and 
dimensions of staircases, including the avoid- 
ance of winders where possible, the provision 
of fixtures for fireguards on heating 
appliances, care in the placing of gas 
cookers and other gas appliances, and special 
points in the planning of accommodation 
for old people. 

In planning and furnishing their dwellings 
councils are also asked to give consideration 
to the following points :— 

(i) The position of bedroom doors in 
relation to the top of the staircase; 

(ii) the design of balconies, to lessen the 
risk of children falling; 

(iii) the provision of adequate kerbs 
where heating appliances have raised 
hearths. 


BOOKS 


«’« Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (whith 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


EARNINGS OF INDUSTRY. Compiled by Aims 
of Industry, Ltd. 1953 Edition. (Hollis 
and Carter.) Price 4s. 


THe 1953 eprTion of Earnings of Industry 
has just been published. All those interested 
in the cement industry will turn with interest 
to the pages devoted to their particular 
branch of manufacture. Compiled by Aims 
of Industry, Ltd., the purpose of the book- 
let is to show the public the true relation 
between the profits earned and such expenses 
as wages and salaries, the cost of materials 
and the like and thus emphasise the inter- 
dependence of Capital and Labour. 

The main purpose behind the interesting 
tables set out in the booklet is to present a 
simple breakdown of each £ of typical com- 
pany’s receipts and that is what is done with 
such companies as the Associated Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Ltd.; Streetley and 
Co., of Sheffield; the Aberthaw and: Bristol 
Channel Portland Cement Co.; and East- 
woods Ltd. 

This book, conveniently classified in in- 
dustrial groups, should do much to help: to 
clear up some of the misconceptions which 
exist about profits, dividends and — share- 
holders. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


LaTER ENGLISH ROMANESQUE SCULPTURE. 
1140-1210. By George Zarnecki. (London: 
Alec Tiranti, Ltd.) Price 15s. 


Day.icut. By John Swarbrick. (London: 
The Wykeham Press.) Price 20s. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 


Steel Tubes in Buildings 


THe Councit for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
113.201, “ The Structural Use of Steel Tubes 
in Buildings.” It was drawn up by a.comi- 
mittee convened on behalf of the Council by 
the Institution of Structural Engineers, and 
the present Code is a revision, following 
comments received, of the draft Code pre- 
viously issued, 

This Code sets out recommendations for 
the design, fabrication and erection of steel 
tubes used in any part of a building, either 
by themselves or in combination with rolled 
steel sections. It deals with the quality of 
materials, permissible stresses and met 
of calculation which may be used. It does 
not apply to steel scaffolding. In recent 
years the rapid advances in welding tech- 
nique have increased the possibilities of 
using tubes in structural work, and much 
practical experience has been gained. This 
Code is mainly concerned with construction 
having welded connections, and recommenda- 
tions regarding the types of welded connec- 
tion and permissible stresses therein are 
given. It may also be used where other 
efficient types of connection are employed. 
The Code carries the usual warning that, in 
the present abnormal conditions, it may not 
be practical to carry out all the r la- 
tions. Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 24, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1, price 5s., reference CP 113.201 
(1953). 





IN PARLIAMENT 
Rating for Valuation Bill 


¢ N May 21 Mr. Marptes, Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, moved the second 
reading of the Rating for Valuation Bill. He 
explained the method of valuing dwelling 
houses for rating purposes laid down in the 
Local Government Act, 1948, had proved 
unsatisfactory. The purpose of the Bill was 
to provide a new basis for valuing houses. 
The main structure of the valuation pro- 
visions of the 1948 Act would remain 
unchanged. The formule laid down in the 
Act did not achieve fairness and equity in 
valuation. In operation the. 1948 Act would 
have produced a burning sense of injustice 
between neighbours. It failed because it 
was found that the actual 1939 rents varied 
widely as between comparable houses and 
comparable districts, and as those rents 
rigidly governed the assessments of the older 
houses it was obvious that the rateable values 
would also conflict. It was true that the 
cost-of-construction basis. introducing the 
hypothetical builder, which was brought in 
under the 1948 Act, did give reasonable 
uniformity within its own group, but with 
4.500.000 reasonably uniform valuations 
side by side with 7.500.000 which were not 
uniform, “ there could be no _ general 
uniformity. 

One remedy suggested in The Times was 
to alter the percentages of the hypothetical 
cost-of-construction, but that would still 
leave quite untouched 7,500,000 houses 
valued on a basis of actual rent without 
regard to any uniformity at all. Fairness 
would not be attained by combining 
formule which were unrelated to one 
another. The Government sought equality 
of valuation for comparable houses. They 
hoped to get’nearer to uniformity by taking 
one basis for a house instead of separate 
bases for two main groups of houses. The 
basis chosen was the 1939 rental value for 
all dwellings, disregarding fancy rents, 
whether high or low. The year 1939 had 
been chosen because the market in houses 
was then reasonably free. 

An escape clause was provided under 
which if a house to-day was valued at less 
than the 1939 value the current value figure 
could be taken. Old Victorian houses might 
have come down from their 1939 value. 
The Government were satisfied that there 
was sufficient evidence to establish the rental 
value of all houses in 1939. 

They included all houses whether rent- 
restricted or not, and the rent would be the 
result they would command in a free market. 
If out of 1,000 houses 999 were controlled 
and one was decontrolled, and if there were 
300 people after the one which was decon- 
trolled, that house would have a scarcity 
value. What the Bill sought was the market 
value of a house free from scarcity value. 

Mr. Jonn Epwarps, for the Opposition, 
said nothing in what the Parliamentary 
Secretary had said justified the statement 
that the provision of the 1948 Act had failed. 
The Government’s proposals would hit the 
smaller houses more than the large ones, 
the new houses more than the old ones. and 
the owner-occupier more than the landlord. 
The time had come for a review of the whole 
financial relationship between the central 
and. local authority. No one should 
minimise the importance of the Bill. Valua- 
tion differentials, like wage differentials, 
could only be disturbed at one’s peril. The 
Bill was political dynamite. The Govern- 
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ment were wrong. They. were altering the 
burden in the.case of dwelling houses against 
the smaller and the poorer. 

Mr. Exwior said that the system of 
valuation by cost would break down in prac- 
tice because that complicated form could not 
be applied to all the 12,000,000 houses in 
the country. They were driven back to a 
definition of renting which must be applied 
in a reasonable manner. 

Mr. GIBSON objected to the Bill because 
it seemed to go back to all the old diffi- 
culties and iniquities of the system which 
had been operating in connection with the 
building up of rateable values. The Govern- 
ment should withdraw the Bill and proceed 
with the rating of site values and the repeal 
of the Derating Act. That would provide 
local authorities with money needed. 

Mr. WALKER SMITH said there was a case 
for a comprehensive review of local govern- 
ment finances. 

Mr. LINDGREN opposed the Bill because, 
until there was uniformity of valuation, the 
equalisation grant could not be effective and 
it penalised an authority which had a really 
sensible basis of valuation. 

In the course of further debate, Mr. 
THORNTON-KEMSLEY urged the appointment 
of a Royal Commission to go into the whole 
question of local taxation. 

Mr. SKEFFINGTON regretted that further 
burdens would be placed on domestic pro- 
perty rather than on industry and commerce. 

Mr. GopBeR supported the suggestion of a 
Royal Commission to inquire into local 
government finance. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said the new method was 
simpler than the old, and had the advantage 
that it was one method rather than two. It 
had been suggested that the Bill would have 
the effect of placing an increased burden 
of tax on those least able to bear it. He 
did not accept that, and if he thought it 
were true he would tear up the Bill. That 
suggestion was based on a misconception. 
Under the present Act, while the ultimate 
aim was to get uniformity, it failed in many 
ways to get any reasonable uniformity in 
the same road. He did not want the Bill; 
they were having it only because they could 
not refuse the results from 70 to 80 different 
towns, results which did not give a fair 
balance as between the different classes. It 
had also been said by these critics that 
because in some aress where the great 
majority of houses in 1939 were still rent 
restricted the valuer would have regard to 
the level of rents of the houses within con- 
trol as a proper indication of the free market 
value. That was not so. He thought that 
under the Bill something like real justice 
would be done not merely between areas 
and between districts but between man and 
man. He could not say when they hoped 
to get the matter finished. The Bill was 
the only way of attaining a sensible rating 
system. 

The second reading was carried by 181 
votes to 159; Government majority, 22. 


Local Authority Sites 


On May 12 Mr. SwincLer asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many local authorities had notified him 
of a shortage of housing sites; in how many 
cases this was caused, wholly or partly, by 
mining subsidence; what steps he was taking 
to assist in the provision of sites for the 
future in these areas; how many local 
authorities had applied for permission to 
acquire agricultural land for housing pur- 
poses since January 1, 1953; what had been 
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the decision in each case; and what was 
the average duration of inquiries before a 
decision was taken. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the norma] 
arrangement was that the selection of }ous- 
ing sites was carried out by the Jocal authorj- 
ties concerned, who undertook any necessary 
consultations with the Ministry of Agricui- 
ture and considered the risk of subsidence 
where this arose. It was usually unneces- 
sary for him to intervene unless some special! 
difficulty arose. It would be appreciated, 
therefore, that the information asked for 
was not available in his Department. 


Coronation Stands 


On May 12 Viscount ELIBANK asked the 
Government if the stands in the vicinity of 
Westminster Abbey and Westminster Hal] 
would be dismantled as rapidly as possible 
when the Coronation was over, so that over- 
sea and other visitors to London could 
obtain an uninterrupted view of these 
ancient and venerable buildings. 

THE EARL OF MUNSTER said that on some 
sections of the route of the Coronation pro- 
cessions it would be possible to begin dis- 
mantling the stands immediately after 
Coronation Day. Some of the stands would 
be retained in the East Carriage Drive for 
use in connection with the Ex-Servicemen’s 
review on July 5. On other sections, and 
particularly in the Mall and Parliament 
Square, he expected that large numbers -of 
people would wish to see the decorations and 
might well visit London for that purpose. 
Subject to weather conditions, the Minister 
of Works intended to leave the decorations 
in position for a period after Coronation 
Day, and to begin their removal not later 
than Monday, June 22. In many cases the 
dismantling of the stands would involve the 
removal of the decorations, and where this 
was the case the stands would remain in 
position until the decorations were removed. 

In the House of Commons, on May !2, 
Mr. Eric FLETCHER asked the Minister of 
Works what were the conditions of the con- 
tracts for erecting the Coronation stands 
with regard to the purchase price to be paid 
for the acquisition of timber and the selling 
price for its disposal. 

Mr. Eccties said that the contracts were 
on the basis of lump sum prices for the pro- 
vision, erection and dismantling of the stands 
after taking into account the value of the 
materials recovered by the contractors on 
demolition. No provision was made as to 
the prices at which the timber should be 
acquired or sold. 


Accommodation Agencies Bill 


On May 14, in the House of Lords. 
ViscOUNT SIMON moved the second reading 
of the Accommodation Agencies Bill, whi 
has already passed the House of Common 
He said that the Bill would make acceptan- 
by accommodation agencies of fees 
registration for flats or other accommoc'- 
tion a criminal offence. The number 
agencies in the London area accepting re 
tration fees in 1950-51 was 40. Of th 
15 had gone out of business on their © 
accord, seven had been prosecuted and 
were still operating. It was difficult 
estimate the sums of which the public | 
been defrauded, but an earlier estimate h'¢ 
been made of £100,000, which includ 
agencies charging fees for houses which «' 
not exist. He did not think there wo 


be many prosecutions under the Bill, > 
that the people running these agencies wou ' 
go out of business. 

Lorp SILKIN urged the Government 
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ensure that those who carried on the pro- 
fession of estate agent had some kind of 
qualificat:ons. 


LorD MANCROFT welcomed the Bill on 
behalf of the Government, and the second 
reading was agreed to. 


Rebuilding of Lynmouth 


On May 19 BriGapreER Peto asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that the rebuilding of 
Lynmouth was being held up by the failure 
of his department to approve the plan which 
had been submitted some months ago by 
the local planning authority. 

Mr. MACMILLAN Said that emergency 
works of clearance and restoration costing 
£100,000 had already been carried out. 
Proposals for the permanent reconstruction 
and protective works in the Lynmouth area 
were received from the Devon County Coun- 
cil on March 2 last. They entailed a major 
scheme embracing the river works, roads, 
bridges, coast protection, sewerage and the 
demolition of buildings, at a total estimated 
cost, including works outside - Lynmouth 
itself, of more than £700,000. The matter 
was, of course, of great consequence to the 
future of Lynmouth, and the proposals 
called for careful study. They had been 
examined by the Departments concerned as 
a matter of special urgency and the Govern- 
ment hoped to be in a position to give the 
necessary decisions very shortly. In the 
meantime, so that urgent work might pro- 
ceed quickly, he had already agreed that 
tenders might be obtained for the recon- 
struction of the harbour arm and the 
Rhenish Tower, and detailed proposals for 
a section of the river works had also been 
prepared and submitted by the Devon River 
Board. 

BRIGADIER PETO suggested that when the 
Minister did finally approve the plan he 
should at the same time inform the coast 
protection authority and the planning 
authority, the county council, to what extent 
a grant would be made to them, so that 
they would know how much, if any, had 
to be paid from the rates. 


_ Mr. MACMILLAN said he thought the most 
important thing was to see what ought to be 
done, get it done as rapidly as possible, and 
Settle on a sum then before we had final 
approval of the whole. All these other 
matters would come along in due course 
and he was glad to have Brigadier Peto’s 
Suggestions, which he would try to follow. 


Air Pollution 
On May 19 Mr. Dopps asked the Minister 


of Housing and Local Government if he 
couid yet announce the names and quali- 
fications of the appointments to the com- 
mitice to undertake a comprehensive review 
of the causes and effect of air pollution, as 
we as to consider what further preventive 
Mcasures were practicable. 
MACMILLAN said he could not, but he 

Would de so as soon as he could. 
Floodlit Buildings 

On May 19 Mr. ParKER asked the Minis- 
ter of Works which Government buildings 
were to continue to be floodlit during the 


Suro ner following the Coronation. 

_ ‘is. Eecres said the following was the 
list: Admiralty Arch; The National Gallery; 
Ne!,on’s statue; Trafalgar Square (fountains 
and flower beds); The War Office—the 
upp-r portion and cupolas; Horse Guards 
(on ooth the Park and- Whitehall elevations); 
The Houses of Parliament, Clock Tower; 
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Westminster Abbey and Henry VII's Chapel; 
Lambeth Palace; Somerset House; The Tower 
of London; Royal Naval College and Mari- 
time Museum, Greenwich; Hampton Court 
Palace and Long Water; United Services 
Museum, Whitehall; Admiralty Old Block; 
The Foreign Office elevation to St. James’s 
Park (upper portion only); The Royal Ob- 
servatory; Whitehall Gardens (upper portion 
only); and Carlton House Terrace. 


In addition, Buckingham Palace, St. 
James’s Palace and Windsor Castle would 
be floodlit subject to Her Majesty's wishes. 


Shortage of Bricks in Wales 


On May 19 Mr. PeTrer FREEMAN asked 
the Minister of Works whether he was aware 
of the continued shortage of bricks and 
cement in South Wales and, in particular, 
that one firm in Newport making concrete 
blocks for housing schemes in the County 
Borough of Newport, Cwmbran New Town 
and Cardiff City is only working to 50 per 
cent. capacity owing to ‘the shortage of 
cement which is still holding up  build- 
ing activities in South Wales; and what action 
is being taken to augment the supply. 

Mr. Eccies said that in South Wales, as 
elsewhere, the high level of building activity 
had caused some lengthening of delivery 
periods for bricks and cement. Brick output 
was increasing, and the local production of 
cement was being augmented by shipments 
of continental cement direct to South Wales. 
He was not aware of any firm of concrete 
block makers in Newport reduced to working 
at only 50 per cent. of capacity by shortage 
of cement. 


National Parks 


On May 20, in the House of Lords, Lorp 
SILKIN called attention to the report of the 
National Parks Commission for the year 
ended September, 1952. He said that in the 
relatively short period of three-and-a-half 
years the commission had designated no 


fewer than six national parks. There were’ 


two more, which in his view should be 
designated fairly quickly. The first was the 
Brecon Beacon in South Wales, and the other 
was the Norfolk Broads. Two other areas 
he would like to see as National Parks were 
Dovedale (West Durham) and the Cheviots. 


The Service departments could do some- 
thing to improve the beauty of the country- 
side by removing the barbed wire, lumps of 
concrete, and derelict tanks which were still 
to be seen in the parks. The commission 
had prepared an excellent document called 
the Country Code, but apparently it had not 
circulated in the right areas because one had 
only to go to these places after a bank 
holiday to find them filthy with litter. He 
hoped the Government would help the com- 
mission to educate the public in the correct 
way to use the national parks. 


After Lord Rochdale, the Earl of Lucan, 
Lord Chorley and Lord Rea had spoken, 
Lorp Mancrort, Lord-in-Waiting, said that 
the six parks which had been designated 
consisted of an area of 3,200 square miles, 
which was quite a considerable achievement. 
All the areas which had been suggested 
would be considered in time, but it would 
be unwise to ask the commission to rush 
too fast into considering new areas before 
they were satisfied that they had fully learned 
the lessons from the six parks already desig- 
nated. It was beyond the country’s financial 
resources to designate the Norfolk Broads 
now. It might take £1m, to carry out the 
task properly, and since that estimate was 
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made the floods had’ occupied much of the 
skilled labour and material which might have 
been devoted to this desirable but long-term 
project. 

The caravanning habit was a new 
phenomenon in the post-war world. The 
number of caravans had increased in this 
country since the war by over 100,000, and 
this presented two new and difficult prob- 
lems. There was the problem of the casual 
caravanner and the problem of the mass 
caravanner. There were several mass cara- 
van sites in this country and it would be 
a rash man who claimed that al] was well 
with them. It was a quick and easy stage 
from the caravan site to the shanty town. 
There were some, notably one in North 
Wales, and another near Wittering, which 
had already come close to being shanty 
towns. The commission was now consider- 
ing investigating caravanning as a whole and 
its social and hygienic problems. It was a 
cheap and happy way to take a holiday, but 
it laid social obligations on the holidaymaker 
which had not yet been fully appreciated. 
The commission would investigate hygiene, 
relations with the countryside and the 
recovery of land during the winter months. 


Most __Caravanners were of excellent 
disposition and they were decently min 
people. 


Education was important; education of the 
townsman on his duty to the country, educa- 
tion of the traveller and holidaymaker about 
his social responsibility, and education of the 
countryman about his responsibilities 
towards his less fortunate kinsmen in the 
towns. There was a long way to go. There 
were two forms of “litter lout” who had 
to be coped with. There was the careless, 
ill-educated, thoughtless individual, who was 
in the vast majority, and there was the other 
type, who existed in a staggering amount— 
the deliberate vandal. He did not know 
what could be done about the deliberate 
vandal, but something could be done about 
the thoughtless. There was the Country 
Code which was just about the best four- 
pennyworth of commonsense he had ever 
read. The whole problem could be summed 
up in two words—good manners. It was far 
better to have an educated public going into 
a designated park, than to have a tripper, 
uneducated, uninstructed, going to a hostile 
farmer who did not appreciate his reason 
for being there. There was much progress 
to be made, and he would say we had gone 
back since before the war. He was very 
depressed that the education of the public 
in the way they should behave in the coun- 
try had not been the success it should have 
been. At least publicity could be increased 
and particularly publicity in schools, for 
children who, though innocent, were often 
the worst culprits. 


WOODWORKERS’ WAGES 


Freedom for Negotiators 


THe Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers, whose 197,000 members are covered 
by the building wages claim for 6d. an hour 
increase to be heard on July 3 by the Arbi- 
tration Court, decided at their annual con- 
ference at Blackpool on May 26 not to 
tie their negotiators to a fixed demand in the 
next approach to be made to the employers. 

To give the negotiators freedom in the 
next claim to accept any offer which appeared 
to be the limit to which the employers would 
go, or, failing a satisfactory offer, to consult 
the membership on future action, they re- 
ferred .a resolution calling for an increase 
of 1s. an hour to the executive comm , 
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NEW BUILDING METHOD 
Swedish Engineer’s Invention 


N interesting new mechanised building 

technique, named after its inventor, the 
Swedish building engineer Ernst Sundh, has 
recently’ been announced. 


The system is based on the construction 
of large concrete wall and floor panels 
which are poured on the job, and placed in 
position by means of a portal crane running 
on rails laid lengthwise down each side of 
the project. 


The mixing and transportation of the con- 
crete is done mechanically. Sand and gravel 
are dumped from the truck into silos from 
which the quantities required are fed into 
a concrete mixer. At the same time they 
are weighed. Cement is at present supplied 
in sacks, but it could be stored in silos. 
Only one man is needed at the concrete 
mixer. 


The mixed concrete is transported to the 
pouring site by the aid of a “ mono-rail” 
transporter of British manufacture. With 
this building method, where all pouring takes 
place at ground level, a mono-rail device 
has proved to be the most convenient system 
of transportation. 


The rail consists of short units of two to 
three metres each, flexibly connected, and 
is thus easily removed and relaid. The con- 
tainer stops automatically where desired for 
delivery of the concrete, a block being set 
on the rail at the desired point which dis- 
engages the container and brakes it. 


The present application of this building 
method is in the building of two- to four- 
storeyed blocks of flats, the carcase consist- 
ing of large wall and floor slab panels poured 
into a form lying flat on the ground. The 
form is lined with hardwood and has a par- 
ticularly smooth surface. The bottom of it 
is a permanent unit, new sides being placed 
for each series of panels. Where a large 
project, involving the use of considerable 
quantities of standardised panels and slabs, 
is under consideration, the forms would be 
of prefabricated steel. 


The upper surface of the pouring is vibra- 
ted, resulting in panels which are said to 
be so smooth that the plastering of walls 
and ceilings is eliminated. 


The hardening process is 
accelerated by the addition 
of a special liquid, and after 
only 48 hours a compressive 
strength 50 per cent. greater 
than that obtained by nor- 
mal methods is achieved. 


A further advantage of 
this method, it is claimed, is 
that the normal shrinkage 
time is reduced to days, 
which means that by the 
time the carcase is completed 
practically all shrinkage has 
taken place. Where the 
manufacture of light con- 
crete outer-wall panels with 
a specific gravity of approxi- 
mately 1.0 is under con- 
sideration, this curing 
of the concrete by special 
means to secure accelerated 
shrinkage is a corollary. 

After 48 hours’ hardening 
the panels are lifted by 
means of the special crane 
and are placed precisely 
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where required. The size and weight of the 
panels are governed by the capacity of the 
crane, but in practice panels weighing up 
to 10 tons, and having an area of approxi- 
mately 275 sq. ft., have been erected. One 
reason for these large dimensions is to secure 
the location of all joints behind or above 
adjoining walls and partitions, so that in 
the completed rooms no joints are visible. 
After minor cavities or pin holes have been 
made good, oil paint or dist®mper can be 
applied directly to the surface. 

The connecting of the panels, upon which 
the stability of the carease depends, is 
achieved by means of channels located at the 
upper horizontal, and at both vertical edges, 
on all wall panels. When the walls are 
erected the vertical channels are grouted with 
liquid cement mortar. Reinforcing bars are 
then inserted in the upper (horizontal) 
channels with careful jointing at all connec- 
tions, and the horizontal channels are then 
filled with mortar. 


This building method, notable for its 
essential simplicity, has considerable appli- 
cation where economical and speedy building 
is contemplated. It is claimed that it is 
particularly suited to rationalised building 
operations, since the special crane is used 
to convey all other components and place 
them where needed, and building time is 
cut from 30 to 40 per cent. A considerable 
saving, too, is effected in the labour force; 
a foreman directs the operations of the crane, 
and a minimum of unskilled operatives is 
required to place the panels. 

Much interest has been evinced in this 
building system. Following a visit to Sweden 
by a representative of the French Ministry 
of Reconstruction, and of a French building 
firm, a licence has just been granted to build 
1,200 new flats in Marseilles as a first instal- 
ment. Technical advice and sample material 
is being provided on the spot by the Sundh 
International Organisation. The French 
Ministry official is quoted as saying that 
France is in need of 400,000 new dwellings 
a year, and it is hoped that the adoption of 
the Sundh principle will inaugurate a deter- 
mined attack on this problem. 

The licence holders for the Sundh system 
are Sundh International AB, 32, Kungsgatan, 
Stockholm. The representative in England 
is Captain Edgar Percival, 72. Chesterfield 
House, Curzon-street, London, W1. 


‘rians, the Department of Scientific «94 


May 29 1°53 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Water Pipe Corrosion 

Q.—In a house built between 18 2.4 29 
years ago, in which we have been ..illed 
upon to do some work, we find th.; the 
whole of the hot and cold domestic water 
supplies have been run in red steam barrel, 
The pipes are all either buried in the walls 
or are under tongued-and-grooved and 
secret-nailed flooring. At one of the hot- 
water taps there is now nothing but a small 
trickle of water, and at one of the cold-water 
supply points there is no water at al]. We 
are under the impression, as a result of cer- 
tain investigations already made, that the 
trouble is due to rust. We can hardly believe 
that the 4-in. supply pipes are completely 
rusted up, but have the impression that 
probably a piece of rust has scaled off and 
lodged in one of the elbows or bends. As 
the work involved in exposing the two supply 
pipes in question would be very expensive, 
we are wondering if there is any other 
method of clearing the obstructions. 


E. S. G. 


A.—We consider it a great mistake to bury 
pipes, whether hot or cold services. If they 
must be out of sight, they should be in chases 
properly lagged and covered with case 
linings. To place pipes between floors, where 
they cannot be inspected, is wrong. 

With regard to the cold water being run 
in red steam barrel, this is not the usual 
practice. If iron must be used, it should 
be in galvanised barrel. With reference to 
the hot-water tap and the small trickle, this 
seems to indicate scale or, as some call it, 
fur; but in the case of the cold water it could 
be rust. The cause in both cases is probably 
hard water. The boiler should be inspected, 
and this will give some indication of the 
amount of scale. If it is heavy the only 
remedy is the renewal of the pipes. If the 
cause is hard water, it may pay to instal 
water-softening equipment. Generally speak- 
ing, each job must be dealt with individually, 
as the type of deposit on pipes varies con- 
siderably with the type of water. 

Satisfactory clearance of scale has been 
achieved by using proprietary compounds, 
and to ensure definite success a piece of the 
pipe should be submitted to an expert for 
examination. In the case of rust, which 
usually means the entire corrosion of the 
bore of the pipe, we do not think there Is 
any remedy other than a complete renewa! 
A good deal of failure in hot and cold water 
systems is due to a period of non-use, par- 
ticularly when the whole of the system °4s 
not been entirely emptied. G. W. H 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Premiums for High-Grade Zincs 


The Ministry of Materials announce: 1t 
with effect from May 21, the premiun ‘or 
99.95 per cent. grade zinc has been inc’ sed 
from £4 to £6 per ton, and the premiv: (oF 
99.99 per cent. grade zinc has been inc sed 
from £6 per ton to £9 per ton, for sa of 
zinc by the Ministry. 

It is the intention of the Ministry t« ‘er 
the premiums it charges according : ‘he 
premiums currently fixed by the proc -‘'S- 





DSIR Publications 
As an aid to research workers and '4- 
Industrial Research, Charles House. 


Regent-street, SW1, have produced Sec. "al 
List No. 3 of their Government public: ""%- 
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LAW REPORT 


Contractors’ Appeal Against Liability 
for Accident Rejected 


COURT OF APPEAL 
BEFORE THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE AND LorpDS 


Justices BIRKETT AND HODSON 
J. H. and W. Bell v. T. Mulready 


(XONTRACTORS' liability for an accident 
’ on a building they had undertaken to 
construct, even though they had sub-con- 


tracted the actual work, was the subject of 
a case before the Court of Appeal on May 
20. 


Messrs. J. H. and W. Bell, Ltd., of Orleans 
House, Edmund-street, Liverpool, appealed 
against the judgment of Mr. Justice Pearson, 
at Manchester Assizes on July 9, 1952, 
awarding £8,500 damages to Mr. Thomas 
Mulready (26), sheeter’s labourer, of Eliza- 
beth Ann-street, Manchester, for injuries he 
suffered when he fell from the roof of a 
building under construction at Widnes on 
August 26, 1950. 

As a result of the accident, Mr. Mulready 
had to have his left leg amputated. 

The court rejected Messrs. Bell’s appeal 
against liability but allowed it so far as it 
concerned damages, which they reduced to 
£6,492 10s. They also set aside an order 
that Bell’s should pay the costs of other 
defendants—Orr’s Zinc White, Ltd., of 
Dover-street, London, W, who had obtained 
judgment against Mr. Mulready. 

Bell’s were ordered to pay three-quarters 
of Mr. Mulready’s costs in the appeal and 
all Messrs. Orr’s costs. 

Giving the judgment of the court, the Lord 
Chief Justice (Lord Goddard), who sat with 
Lord Justice Birkett and Lord Justice 
Hodson, said that Orr’s were the owners of 
a building in course of erection at Widnes. 
Bell’s entered into a contract to supply and 
fix steel sheets on the walls and roof of 
the building and to fix ventilators. They 
found it convenient to have a sub-contractor 
to do the work. They arranged with a Mr. 
Bernard Keating, Mr. Mulready’s employer, 
for the work to be done. 

The judge had found that Keating and 
his brother did the work while Bell’s sup- 
plied the material and equipment, but the 
work was under the supervision and control 
of Bell’s and was done in accordance with 
the instructions. 

“We think Bell’s retained a considerable 
degree of control,” Lord Goddard said. “ In 
the course of the work Mr. Mulready fell 
from the roof 70 ft. high and suffered severe 
injuries. It is not disputed that no suitable 
aa were taken to prevent him 
alling.” 
lis Lordship referred to Regulation 31 


os 


of the Building Regulations which required 
that where work on a roof was being per- 
fo ed by a contractor, suitable precautions 


Should be taken to prevent a man falling. 
ounsel for Bell’s, he said, had contended 
that the performance of the work on the 
roof was carried out by Keatings and that 
consequently the contractors could not be 
liable under the Regulations. 

ord Goddard said: “ Bell’s were the con- 
tractors who had agreed to do the work. 
We don’t see how it makes any difference 
whether the work is performed by their 
©”) workmen or by means of a sub-con- 
tracior. There is no doubt they undertook 
to do the work. If it had been done in 
an unsatisfactory manner the complaint 
wo ild have been against Bell’s and not the 
su'-contractors. If the duty to provide pre- 
Cactions is on Bell’s who undertake to per- 
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form the work, they cannot throw it on to 
the sub-contractor. They should take care 
to see the necessary precautions are taken by 
the sub-contractors if they are not taken by 
themselves. In our opinion Bell’s are liable.” 

With regard to damages, Lord Goddard 
said the court thought the sum awarded was 
a great deal higher than usually awarded in 
similar cases and the general damages should 
be reduced by £2,000. 

Messrs. Bell’s were refused leave to appeal 
to the House of Lords. 


POLYTHENE TUBING 
A British Standard 


PPHE first British Standards for two types 

of polythene tubing have been issued 
by the British Standards Institution. BS 1972, 
“ Polythene Tube for Cold Water Services” 
(3s. 6d.), deals with tubing suitable for 
domestic water supplies for human consump- 
tion. BS 1973, “ Polythene Tube for General 
Purposes” (4s.), is concerned with tubing 
for chemical plant and the food industries. 

For some years now, millions of feet of 
polythene tubing have been in use in Britain. 
This has been pioneering work, however, and 
these new British Standards, backed by those 
years of experience, for the first time enable 
the engineer to go ahead in the knowledge 
that in using polythene tubing he is com- 
pletely safeguarded; that he is not experi- 
menting, but is using an officially recognised 
material with known characteristics and 
proved performance. 

Britain has been first in the field all along 
with polythene tubing, which was discovered 
in Britain in 1933 by a team of research 
chemists studying the effect of high pressures 
and temperatures on ethylene gas. When 
first developed on a commercial scale, it was 
used almost entirely for its electrical and in- 
sulating properties. More recently, its wide 
range of applications became apparent, and 
four years ago the British Plastics Federation 
set itself the task of getting standards estab- 
lished which would ensure that polythene 
tubing conformed to agreed specifications of 
size, quality, etc., thus enabling it to be used 
with complete confidence. 
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Two years ago these specifications were 
submitted to the BSI with a view to their 
adoption as British Standards. The techni- 
cal committee, consisting of representatives 
of Government departments, users _ and 
manufacturers, had_as its chairman, Mr. N. J. 
Pugh, City Water Engineer of Coventry, who 
was among the first water engineers to carry 
out large-scale’ installations of this material 
in domestic water supply. ; 

Other British Standards issued recently. in- 
clude BS 1010, “ Draw-Off Taps and. Stop- 
valves for Water Services” (6s.), and 
BS 1974, “Large Aluminium Alloy Rivets ” 
(4s.). 


BRICK SHORTAGE AT WARWICK 
Work Stopped on Housing Estate 


THE ASSISTANCE of Mr. Anthony: Eden, 
the Foreign Secretary, who is MP for the 
area, is to be sought by Warwick Rural 
Council’s housing committee in an attempt 
to obtain enough bricks to keep its housing 
programme going. Work on the Council’s 
biggest estate, at Cubbington, is reported to 
have stopped because of shortage of bricks 
and men haye had to be kept occupied laying 
drains and services, the committee states. 

The shortage of bricks was brought to the 
notice of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government several months ago, and a depu- 
tation from the Ministry went to Warwick- 
shire to investigate the position. The Council 
is therefore perturbed at the present position 
in view of these earlier representations. 

On another of its estates the committee 
has had to agree to the use of more ex- 
pensive local-made bricks in order to keep 
work going, though this will add to the cost 
of each house. 





Building and Construction in 1952 

The article on the Building and Construc- 
tion Industry in the Britannia Book of the 
Year, 1953, which recalls the events of 1952, 
is by Mr. D. A. G. Reid, principal of the 
LCC Brixton School of Building. Priced at 
3 gns., the book is published by the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Dean-street, W1. 


ae 


~. 
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A length of Polythene Products’ “ Alkathene”’ tube being laid by mole plough. It is 
available in long lengths, withstands frosts and, it is claimed, protects metal fittings used with it. 
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A timber bowstring truss with*a span of 111 ft. which has been erected in the USA 


MODERN METHODS OF BUILDING 
IN TIMBER 


By S. WOOLF, BSc({Eng) 


AKEN as a structure, a tree is a very 
slender vertical cantilever which suffers 
very great bending forces when the wind is 
blowing; the bending causes chiefly tension 
and compression on opposite sides of the 
trunk with a comparatively small shear force. 
It is not surprising that the timber cut from 
such a tree should have the characteristics 
of very great resistance to bending or any 
longitudinal force and a much smaller resist- 
ance to shear or the sliding of fibre on fibre, 
and, as is well known, a decided weakness 
in tension across the grain or splitting. This 
collection of properties has in the past been 
somewhat embarrassing because, although 
timber is in many ways an ideal structural 
material, being light, bulky, strong and there- 
fore easily handled and stable, its weakness 
in shear makes it difficult to join to other 
members since if bolts are used they tend 
to split the timber or shear it and, if tradi- 
tional carpenters’ joints are used, so much 
timber is removed that very large members 
must be employed in order to provide enough 
strength at the joint, where the section may 
in effect be halved. Clearly, to use timber 
efficiently a method of jointing must be em- 
ployed which spreads the load over as large 
an area as possible without removing too 
much material from the member. Now, the 
only area that can be reached without open- 
ing up the timber is the outside surface, so 
that all efficient joints must be essentially 
surface joints such as glued or nailed rather 
than bolted joints. 

In the past 30 years or so many develop- 
ments have taken place which make timber 
joints more efficient; at the present time the 
most important of these are connectors of 
various kinds which are used in nearly all 
modern trusses. These are essentially metal 
keys which penetrate a short way into each 
of two adjacent surfaces and transfer a slid- 
ing force between the surfaces, usually with 
a small bolt through to act as a clip. The 
illustration at the right of the page shows 
several types of connector. The split ring 
and shear plate connectors require a special 
grooving too] to cut the circular groove into 
which they fit, while the toothed connectors 


are embedded by force, using a high tensile 
steel bolt through the bolt hole, preferably 
with a ball-bearing washer and a ratchet 
spanner. As an example of the load-carry- 
ing capacity of these connectors the 24 in. 
split ring connector will transfer a force of 
2,500 Ib. in circumstances where the } in. 
bolt on its own would transfer a force of 
only 980 Ib. 


Developments in Glueing 


Another important development is that of 
glueing. The chemical industry has in 
recent years produced glues which give a 
highly efficient glue joint, that is a joint 
which joins timber to timber without any 
loss of strength, so that the resulting member 
is as strong as if it were solid timber. These 
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glues have varying resistances to » isture 
and microbe attack, some of them be,» able 
to withstand indefinitely the most «diverse 
conditions, such as those experienced i) boat 
building. 

Equally important to the invention of new 
devices is the gaining of knowledg about 
existing materials and methods. 11 is, for 
example, little use having a timber which 
will stand, say, a stress of 2,000 Ib. per sq. 
inch if one dare not stress it to this because 
one has no accurate knowledge of its 
strength. Systematic research is gradually 
filling in and tabulating knowledge about 
timber so that the rule-of-thumb methods 
that have been in operation since time imme- 
morial are giving way to scientific methods 
of assessing strength and rational methods 
of design. Precise techniques for identify- 
ing timbers and tabulated values of safe 
stresses and safe loads for bolts and con- 
nectors, and even the humble nail, are now 
available and are being used by architects 
and engineers, who are beginning to realise, 
again, the value and versatility of this oldest 
of structural materials. 

The developments outlined above have 
made possible a great many efficient timber 
structures, the vast majority of which have 
been domestic roofs or shed-like buildings 
for both of which timber is peculiarly suit- 
able. The accompanying photograph shows 
a 111-ft. span bowstring truss, the top chord 
of which is laminated, that is formed of a 
large number of thin planks bent to the cur- 
vature and glued together. This technique 
of glued laminated construction has been 
used with great effect to give curved arches 
and beams which, left exposed, can give a 
very pleasing appearance as well as great 
strength. 


Applications of Plywood 


Plywood, formed by glueing veneers ot 
wood together with their grains at right 
angles, is almost a new material; the cross- 
bands give it a vastly improved “ across the 
grain ” strength and make it not only an in- 
valuable cladding and decorative medium, 
but a very efficient structural element, as was 
recognised when the famous Mosquito was 
built largely of plywood during the last war. 
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Four types of modern timber connectors : Top left, double-sided 
ty l ‘ toothed plate connecto' 
top right, single-sided toothed plate connector ( joins timber to steel); ioe left, alligat: 
connector; bottom right, split ring connector. 
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plywood can be used as the web of an “1” 
beam, or (he beam may be bent to form an 
arch, the flanges being laminated. Plywood 
can also be used to form the top and bottom 
of a slab or panel which acts as a number 
of “I” beams side by side with plywood 
flanges and plain timber joists as webs. 

Only a few of the many novel uses of 
timber can be described here, and applica- 
tions such as lamella construction, HB con- 
struction, formed plywood, and many others 
have of necessity been omitted, for timber is 
such an easily worked material and lends it- 
self so readily to the desiguers’ needs that 
only an understanding of its properties and 
limitations is needed to enable it to fulfil 
almost any building function, whether it has 
done so before or not. It is indeed a mate- 
rial on the human scale. 


LMBA 


Loyal Greetings 


HE President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, Mr. Gerald Hill, 
has sent the following telegram to Her 
Majesty the Queen to reach her on the 
morning of Coronation Day, June 2 next: 


TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR Masesty. ON THE 
OCCASION OF YOUR MAJESTY’S CORONATION I 
PRESENT MY HUMBLE DUTY, AND, ON BEHALF 
OF THE MASTER BUILDERS OF LONDON, WHO 
ARE PROUD TO COUNT THEMSELVES AMONG 
YOUR MAJESTY’S MOST LOYAL SUBJECTS, 
EXTEND TO YOUR MAJESTY THEIR EARNEST 
HOPE THAT YOU MAY ENJOY A PEACEFUL AND 
PROSPEROUS REIGN AND LIVE LONG TO RULE 
OVER YOUR DEVOTED PEOPLE AT HOME AND IN 
YOUR OTHER REALMS AND TERRITORIES BEYOND 
THE SEAS. 

GERALD HILL, PRESIDENT. 


Service to the Community 


How can the builders of London most 
suitably express their devotion and loyalty 
to the young Queen, who is to be crowned 
in Westminster Abbey next week? 

The President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, Mr. GERALD HILL, 
gave his answer in a speech to the Southern 
Area at Croydon on May 27. “I suggest,’ 
he said, “ that we can best serve our Queen 
and country by dedicating ourselves in our 
daily work to her service, by seeing in it 
opportunities of service to the community, 
by adopting methods of work in keeping with 
the age, by being, in fact, on top of our jobs, 
so that even if we cannot always command 
success we shall at least deserve it.” 


Mr. C. H. Runnalls, Chairman of the 
Area, presided, 


Builders and Architects at Cricket 


STRONG LMBA TEAM, captained by 
G. P. Parker, beat the RIBA in their annual 
ich, which took place this year in the 
ege of Estate Management Ground at 
Hinchley Wood, Esher. The LMBA won 
the toss and, batting first, made 173 (W. C. 
Bi ston 38, D. W. Silverton 30). In reply, 
the RIBA were all out for 103, B. J. Garrett 
taking 5 for 30. 

‘mong the LMBA members who watched 
the match were the three vice-presidents, 
Mi. R. S. Williams, Mr. Laurence Holloway, 
aod Mr. K. C, F. Foster, and the secretary, 
My. R, E. Stenning. The RIBA was repre- 
suted by one of its vice-presidents, Mr. 
\icrtin S. Briggs. 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 
Successful Summer Meeting 


THE summer meeting of the Eastern 

Federation of Building Trades Employ- 
ers was held in brilliant weather at Felix- 
stowe from May 19-21, under the presidency 
of Mr. P. J. C. West, of Ipswich. A large 
number of members and guests made for a 
most enjoyable and useful occasion, towards 
which the excellent arrangements made by 
the Ipswich and Felixstowe Associations and 
the Director (Mr. Robert Porter, FCIS) 
largely contributed. 

The meeting opened on May 19 with a 
visit to the Ipswich works of Ransomes and 
Rapier (by kind permission of Mr. R. R. 
Stokes, MP). In the evening the chairman 
of the Felixstowe UDC (Cllr. A. E. Smith, 
JP) held a reception at the Pier Pavilion, 
followed by dancing. Next morning the 
chairman of the UDC offered an official 
welcome to members (this being his last 
official public duty) and the business meet- 
ing followed, after which the members and 
their ladies (who had much enjoyed a coach 
trip to Melton Grange, as guests of the 
Felixstowe Association) were entertained to 
luncheon at the Pier Pavilion by the Ipswich 
Association, whose president (Mr. L. D. 
Bloom) responded to the toast, felicitously 
proposed by Mr. R. W. Whittington (Presi- 
dent of the Southern Counties Federation). 
In the afternoon the party greatly enjoyed a 
river trip to inspect what remains of the 
Reserve Fleet after the calls of the Spithead 
Coronation review. The only sombre note 
was struck by the sight of the “ Duke of 
York” with her shorn-away bows, lying at 
Parkeston quay. Perfect weather and a 
smooth sea made this a delightful trip. 


The Reception and Dinner 


The members of the meeting, reinforced 
by other guests who came for the occasion, 
attended the reception (at which they were 
the guests of Messrs. William Brown and 
Co. (Ipswich), Ltd.) and dinner in the even- 
ing. Mr. P. J. C. West (regional president) 
and Mrs. West, and Mr. L. D. Bloom 
(Ipswich Association president) and Mrs. 
Bloom received the guests, who included:— 


The National President (Mr. W. Horsfall) and Mrs. 
Horsfall, accompanied by the National Director (Mr. 
S. Hearder) and Mrs. Hearder; the President 
LMBA (Mr. Gerald A. Hill), accompanied by the 
LMBA Director (Mr. G. H. A. Hughes) and Mrs. 
Hughes; the President, Southern Counties Federation 
(Mr. R. W. Whittington) and Mrs. Whittington; Mr. 
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Vo I Caster) 
The toast of “the National and Eastern 
Federations of Building Trades Employers ” 
was proposed by Mr. IAN M. Lesuie, JP, 
who said that the country was to be con- 
gratulated on having the great industry of 
building led on its executive side by the 
National Federation. He well knew of the 
unremitting work carried out by its Council 
and executive and of the reliance placed by 
the Government on the advice tendered by 
its President, Mr. Horsfall, and Mr. Hearder, 
the Director. It was, of course, pure 
coincidence that that advice had been acted 
upon rather more freely in recent years! 


Fixed-Price Contracts 


“The par: which the National is playing 
in the Inquiry into Contract Placing gives 


cause for satisfaction,” continued the 
speaker. “I do not see how that Committee 
can avoid -recommending the general 


adoption of the principle of selective tender- 
ing, and I also hope that it may recommend 
a return to fixed-price contracts. The build- 
ing owner is getting just a little tired of 
having increases passed on to him. You, as 
builders, will never be able to exert any 
downward pressure on materials suppliers, 
labour or specialist work until you enter into 
fixed-price contracts. 


“One other point I should like to make 
is that the building industry should be more 
active in building education for the 
managerial side—particularly in the training 
of young men of university educational 
standard who wish to make the building 
industry their career. Building to-day is so 
complex that, in addition to those executives 
who come up through the normal channels, 
we need a greater influx of men from those 
walks of life who normally go into the pro- 
fessions. For this we require an integrated 
system of building education such as is 
possessed, for example, by the architectural 
profession. 

“When that time comes, as it must, I, 
for one, should like to see young building 
and architectural students spending the early 
part of their training together. Each might 
then have more sympathy with the other 
when it comes to working on what should 
be a joint operation. I should like to see 
the Eastern Federation, with its traditional 
interest in technical education (in which Mr. 
Harvey Frost has done so much), taking a 
leading part in discussions directed towards 
this end.” 

Mr. Leslie concluded by paying a tribute 
to the far-seeing and initiating work of the 
Eastern Federation, its President and Council 
and its efficient and enthusiastic Director, 
Mr. Porter. 

The National President, Mr. W. Hors- 
FALL, in replying to the toast, referred to the 
heavy damage sustained by the Eastern 
Counties in the floods at the beginning of 
February. It was remarkable to witness the 
recovery, said Mr. Horsfall, which was 
evident in Felixstowe, and this was a great 
tribute to the courage of the townspeople 
and the valuable help which had been given 
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in rehabilitation by members of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
Referring to the problems which confronted 
the industry and the heavy programme of 
work which lay ahead, Mr. Horsfall 
expressed his conviction that if all the 
partners in this great work pulled together 
success would be achieved. 

Mr. P. J. C. West, President of the 
Eastern Federation, in responding jointly, 
drew particular attention to the serious 
shortage of bricks and cement not only in 
the Eastern Counties but throughout the 
whole country. It was already evident, said 
Mr. West, that the effect of this on produc- 
tion and cost was considerable. While urging 
the members of the Federation to observe 
every possible economy in the use of these 
materials, Mr. West said that a _ great 
responsibility lay on the architects and 
designers who must give very serious con- 
sideration to the use of alternative materials 
if the building programme were to proceed 
unimpeded. 

The health of the Guests was proposed by 
Mr. Harvey Frost and responded to by Mr. 
Gerald Hill, President, LMBA 


SCOPE FOR HOME OWNERSHIP 
Sir Harold Bellman’s Views 


—wIR HAROLD BELLMAN, chairman of 
the Abbey National Building Society, 
addressing the annual conference of the 
Building Societies Association at Scarborough 
on May 21, said that the most obvious task 
to which they might well devote their atten- 
tion was the encouragement of small and 
regular saving by young people. There was 
much they were failing to accomplish in that 
field. 


Sir Harold said he realised there was an 
argument that sooner or later they would 
reach the saturation point in regard to home- 
ownership and hence the demands for funds 
would automatically fall. “ This is a well- 
whiskered bogy, but again I agree that mort- 
gage demand cannot expand indefinitely. The 
question is, how much further? We have 
little exact information on the point but 
apparently the number of owner-occupied 
houses in this country, which includes houses 
in course of being paid for, is approximately 
one-third of all houses. Where can we look 
for guidance in this matter? In my view 
it is highly significant that the United States 
has a considerably higher degree of home- 
ownership. Of the occupied dwelling units 
in that country 55 per cent. are owner- 
occupied, according to the latest census 
figures. In other words, to reach the Ameri- 
can standard we should require in this 
country to augment our present figure to the 
extent of some two-thirds—a very consider- 
able expansion. 


“The American figure is a remarkable 
one,” he continued, “and especially when 
viewed in relation to America’s economic 
life and social habits. Here is the world’s 
greatest industrial nation, with its workers 
showing a high degree of mobility, always 
ready to move to better themselves, which is 
yet able to show a proportion of owner- 
occupied dwellings of 55 per cent. 


“If that proportion is practicable in 
America, I see no reason why it should not 
be more or less equally practicable in this 
country. We are an older country, with 
more settled social habits, and while there 
are some who say that the worker of to- 
morrow must be more mobile then he nas 
been in the recent past, there is still a very 
considerable field for our future activity.” 
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DUTCH WATER-TOWER 


A Structure Embodying a Café and 
Municipal Offices : 
SOMEWHAT unusual water-tower has 
recently been erected at Zandvoort, 
Holland, to replace that destroyed by the 
Germans during the war. Not only does it 
consist of two circular water reservoirs at 
different levels, but it combines also a café, 
some municipal offices and public lavatories. 


Rising 60 metres above sea level and 48 
metres above street level the tower has been 
constructed with exterior walls of brick, 
but with the interior structure of vibrated 
concrete elements. This method of construc- 
tion was decided upon because the previous 
wholly reinforced concrete building had 
reacted unfavourably in the seaside climate, 
the concrete cover having come away in 
places, laying bare the reinforcing steel, 
which was corroding. 


Octagonal in shape, the outer walls of the 
present tower are of double-brick, cavity 
type. The inner concrete structure consists 
mainly of a central lift shaft, supporting the 
reservoirs and the top three storeys, which 
make up the café section of the building. 
The concrete interior, though connecting 
with the exterior brick shell at the different 
floor levels, is more or less self-contained. 
The staircases which wind round the outside 
of the reservoirs are attached to the outer walls 
and are not part of the interior structural 
work. A 16-passenger lift, operating in the 
central shaft, connects the ground floor with 
the central hall on the lowest of the three top 
storeys. Around the second storey from the 
top runs a belvedere platform. 

Below the reservoirs, which are of 525 and 
425 cubic metres capacity, are municipal offices 
of the water, gas and public baths departments. 

The basement houses the public lavatories, 
a valve room for the water supply system and 
the central heating plant. The latter is a 
gas-fuel type, the burnt gases being exhausted 
through a small chimney placed some 
distance away from the tower. 

Built by Philips’ Bouwbedrijf, of Haarlem, 
the tower is a prominent landmark on that 
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part of the Dutch coast around Zand yoort 
and has been carefully designed by the 
architect, J. Zietsma, and civil engicet, 
H. A. D. Linn, so as to add, architecturs!ly, 
to the attractions of this seaside resort. 


Monopolies Appointment 

The Board of Trade has announced ‘hat 
Sir Arnold Plant has been appointed a )?'t 
time member of the Monopolies and Res’! ic- 
tive Practices Commission. The appoint ot 
is for four years. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Flooring Association’s Decision 

The Council of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors has 
announced that the Jointless Flooring (Oxy- 
chloride) Association has taken up Associate 
Membership with the Federation as from 


May 7 last. 
Building Costs 

“Building which in 1939 cost the rate- 
payers £100 was costing twice that amount 
just after the war and thrice that figure in 
1951. To-day, the pre-war £100 worth of 
building costs over £360,” says a report of 
the Kent County Council’s Building 
Committee. 


New Government-Financed Factory 


The Board of Trade have approved the 
building, under the Distribution of Industry 
Acts, of a Government-financed factory of 
approximately 250,000 sq. ft. in the new 
North-East Lancashire Development Area. 
The factory, which is to be built by North- 
Western Industrial Estates, Ltd., and let to 
the Mullard Company for the manufacture 
of cathode ray tubes, will give employment 
to several hundred workers. 


Five Centuries of Maps 


The development of the art of cartography 
and of the science of accurate surveying in 
Britain during the past five centuries will be 
the subject of an exhibition, “ Five Centuries 
of Maps and Map Making,” to be held at 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
12, Great George-street, SW1, from June 10 
to July 4. Among the earlier maps and plans 
will be some rare and interesting material, 
including examples of the beautifully 
coloured and decorated atlases of the 16th 
and 17th centuries, and of the manuscript 
maps produced at that time. Eighteenth- 
century progress in surveying and mapping 
will be illustrated by early instruments and 
specimens of maps of the world. 


LMBA Golfing Society 


The 1953 Spring meeting of the LMBA 
Golfing Society was held at Sunningdale on 
May 12. In the morning a stroke competi- 
tion was played on the Old Course. The 
principal item was the President’s Cup for 
the best scratch score and, in a limited field, 
this was won by L. S. Foster with a score of 
82. The handicap competition for the Com- 
mittee Cup, however, produced a keener 
contest, and M. J. Grant, who had a success- 
ful day, made the best return of 85-11 =74. 
Following him was A. J. Sloan with 89-14 = 
75: P. H. Bates (84-8 =76); L. Dobbs (89-12 

77); S. Marshall Andrew (86-878); and 
A. J. Bates (93-14=79). M. J. Grant’s card 
also gave him the best return of 2 down in 
the bogey competition, followed by A. J. 
Sloan (3 down); P. H. Bates and L. Dobbs 
(4 down). As only one prize could be taken 
for the morning round, Grant chose the 
Carrett Trophy and Sloan accordingly re- 
ce.ved the Committee Cup. After junch, 
the New Course proved even more testing 
than the Old, and scores for the better ball-v- 
tozey competition were lower than had been 
<pected. Honours fell to the back marker 

\ose fine round was nobly supported by 

Captain at crucial moments, and they 
won comfortably. Leading scores:—L. S. 
‘oster (1) and G. A. Hill (18), 2 up; M. J. 

ant (11) and S. Marshall Andrew (8), all 
suare; R, J. Rowley (12) and F. A. Wallis 
i7), 1 down; L. Dobbs (11) and P. H. Bates 
(8), 1 down. 
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Wage Claim Arbitration Date 

_ The NFBTO’s claim for a 6d.-an-hour 
increase in wages for building workers, 
which was rejected by the employers when 
it was submitted to the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry last 
January, is to go before the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal on July 3. 


Shortage of Fan Engineers 


A shortage of trained technicians exists 
in the field of fan engineering. To remedy 
the previous lack of opportunities for higher 
technological training in its specialised fields 
the National College for Heating, Ventilat- 
ing, Refrigeration and Fan Engineering has 
been established since 1948 at the Borough 
Polytechnic, London. It provides for full- 
time diploma courses, associateship courses 
and post-graduate research courses, 


Building in Hong Kong 


Government building and engineering 
work to the value of over 47 million dollars 
was carried out by the Public Works Depart- 
ment at Hong Kong during 1951-52. Details 
of these works are given in the annual report 
of the director of the Department, which 
was recently issued. It reveals that a wide 
variety of work was accomplished by the 
architectural office under the direction of 
the chief architect, Mr. A. M. J. Wright, 
ARIBA, ARICS. 


A Coronation Gesture 


Mr. G. J. Dean, a Warwick builder, is 
voluntarily restoring the stonework and 
paint of the coat-of-arms on the facade of 
the 18th-century Court House in Jury-street, 
Warwick. He offered to carry out this much- 
needed improvement if the Corporation 
would supply the scaffolding; the Corpora- 
tion agreed and the work is now in progress. 
On the same terms Mr. Dean repainted the 
figure of Justice on the same building for 
the Festival of Britain. Last year he carried 
out the work of restoring the front of the 
Leycester Hospital to its original appearance. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new llth edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H, BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
 ... this has beconie a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.""—The Engincer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author's obvious mastery 
of his subject ... but even more on bis 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
Journal. 


- 18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 Nerth Audiey Street, London, W.} 




















NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


A. Monger, Ltd. 518326.) Regd. April 2, bidr. 
Nom. cap.: £15,000. Dir.: N. Monger, 17, Sherborne 
St. John, Basingstoke. 

D. A. Tompkine (Long Buckby), Ltd. (618456.) 
Regd. April 9, Station Sawmills, Long Buckby, car- 

Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: 


nters, joiners, etc, 
Pi lisa? beige gor gy 

- H. King & Son, Lid. (518446.) Regd. April 
9, 40, Ridgeway-rd., Fishponds, Bristol, bidrs. and 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: D. J. P. 
King, Rodway Hill House, Mangotsfield, Bristol. 

WS. Building and Development, Ltd. (518479.) 
Regd. April 9, 57, High-rd., Ilford, Essex. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dirs.: W. H. and W. ©. Sharpe, 3%, 
Ernest-rd., Hornchurch, Essex. 

Fletcher and Sharp, Ltd. (518474.) Regd. April 9, 
St. Marys-pl., Barnsley, bldrs. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: J. W. and Mrs. M. Sharp, 
10, Scarr-la., Ardsley, Barnsley. 

F. L. Sanderson & Son, Lid. (518476.) Regd. 

April 9, 36, Oity-rd., Bradford, plumbers and heat- 
ing engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: F. L. 
and Mrs. A. E. Sanderson, 36, City-rd., Bradford. 
_ Dew Decorative Floors, Ltd. (518467.) Regd. 
April 10, The Hollies, Ringley Park-rd., Reigate, 
Surrey. Nom. ~-: £5,000. Dirs.: A. T. N. and 
Mrs. E. N. V. w, Four Winds, Balcombe-rd., 
Horley, Surrey. 

J. H. Naylor & Co. (Halifax), Ltd. (518495.) 
Regd. April 10, Lee Mount Joinery Works, Halifax, 
joiners, carpenters, etc. Nom. cap.: £25,000. Dirs.: 
E. W. and F. Naylor, Flat No. 3, 10, Park-rd., 
Halifax. 

James B. Griffith (Small Heath), Ltd. (518511.) 
Regd. April 10, 25a, Coventry-rd., Smal] Heath, 
Birmingham, woodworkers, furnishers in domestic 
and ecclesiastical fittings, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: J. B. Griffith, 84, Lea Green-la., Grimes Hiil, 
Wythall. § 

Speight and O’Brien, Ltd. (518620.) Regd. April 
10, 6. Princes-sq., Harrogate, bidrs., ete. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: W. E. and Mrs. M. M. Richardson, 
Windrush, Lands-la.. Knaresborough. 

O. P. Drever and Son (Kettering), Ltd. (518527.) 
Regd. April 10, 69, Roundhéll-rd., Kettering, bidrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £15,000. Dir.: 
O. P. and Mrs. H. ‘Drever, 137, London-rd., Ketter- 
a 
Furneaux Ireland and Co., Ltd. (518532.) Reged. 
April 11, 19%, Hig‘-st., Bromley, Kent, bidre., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. R. Furneaux, 33, Half 
Moon-la., Herne Hill, SE24. 

Moore and Tucker, Ltd. (518533.) Regd. Apmil 11, 
118, Cromwell-rd., SW7, constructiona] engrs., con 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: T. ©. P. 
Tunnard-Moore, Avondale, Tiddington-rd., Stratford- 
on-Avon, Warwicks. 

D. Mason, Ltd. (51853.) Regd. April 11, 
l6a, Spear-mews, Earle Court, SW5, bidrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: H. D. and 
Mrs. S. J. Mason, 152, Park-rd., W4. 

H. and A. Field and Sons, Ltd. (518564.) Regd. 
April 13. 3, Lloyd-st., Broadstairs, Kent, bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: H. Field, 44, Dump- 
ton Park-dr., Ramsgate, Kent. 

Lambert and Ramsey, Ltd. (518588. ) Reed. 
Apri} 13, 16, Manchester-q., W1, plastering, bidg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £400. Dirs.: 8. Lam- 
bert and Mrs. D. Lambert, 4, Bryant-rd., Northolt, 
Middlesex, 

H. Kinnear, Ltd. (518616.) Regd. April 14, bldrs. 
contractors and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £100 
Dirs.: H. and Mrs. E. Kinnear, Charlesville, Fourth- 
ave., Lower Dunton-rd., Laindon, Eseex. 

J. C. Stephens (Builders), Lid. (518618.) Regd. 
April 14. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: J, C. Stephens, 
25, De Burgh-st., Riverside, Cardiff. 

J. H. Lee and Partners, Ltd. (518635.) Regd. 
April 14, Station-rd., Ruskington, Sleaford, Lincs., 
bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir.: J. F. Reast, Hatton House, Ruskington, Siea- 


ford. 
H. R. Taylor (Peterborough), I td. (&18661.) 
Regd. April 15, bidr. and contractor Nom. cap.: 


£2,000. Dir.: Mrs. L. V. Taylor, 43, Mead-cl., 
Walton, Peterborough. 

Site Developmenie (London), Ltd. (5186657.) kegd 
April 15, 14, Connaught-st.. W2. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: T. T. Kinwood, 90, Park West, Marble Arch, 


W2. 
Stevenson and Robinson, Ltd. (518658.) Regd. 
April 15, bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: C. Steven- 


son, 113, Queen’s Walk, Peterborough, Northants. 

Walter Anderson, Lid. (518660.) Regd. April 16, 
7, Tithebarn-st., Liverpool, 2, bldg. contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £250. Dir.: W. Anderson, 21, Litherland- 
rd., Bootle, Liverpool, 20. 

Walter Eastwood and Son (Cleveleys), Ltd. 
(518661.) Regd. April 15, 6, St. George’s-ave., Cleve- 
leys, Lancs., bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 
J. Eastwood, Richmond-r., Forton, via Preston. 

W. Eldon and Co. _ (Builders), Ltd. (518700.) 
Regd. April 16, 2a, Burgesegr., Greenwich, SE10. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000, Dir.: W. Eldon, 49, Walpolerd., 
New Cross, SE14. , 

J. and W. Rees (Builders), Ltd. (518740.) Regd. 
April 17, 25, Arch, Strand, Swansea. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dire.: J. G. Rees, 3, Midland-ter., Morris- 
ton, Swansea. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Vibratory Soil Compactor 

Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., South Wharf, 
London, W2, have been appointed sole dis- 
tributors in the British Isles of the Vibro- 
Verken vibratory soil compactor. This is a 
special type of vibratory machine designed 
for compacting road and railway embank- 
ments, backfills, earth dams, base courses 





for airfields, 
foundations, etc. 
vibrating base plate which is in direct con- 


ground under «floors and 
The machine has a solid 


tact with the soil. The vibrator element, 
which is hinged to the base plate, comprises 
two eccentrics which rotate synchonously in 
opposite directions, so as to produce directed 
vibratory motion. It is driven by a 10-hp 
Diesel engine and has a total weight of about 
3,000Ib. 


Firm’s 150th Anniversary 


For Sissons Brothers and Co., Ltd., the 
Hull paint manufacturers, Coronation year 
has a special significance in so far that it 
marks the opening of their new factory and 
also the celebration of their 150th anni- 
versary as an independent family-controlled 
concern. Throughout this long period the 
firm has undergone constant expansion in 
all fields of paint manufacture, being per- 
haps best known for its specialisation in the 
water emulsion field. Members of the 
Sissons family have been on the board of 
the company continuously since its founda- 
tion in 1803, and two of the present directors 
represent the fifth generation of the family 
to be actively employed in the running of 
the business. 


Electrical Exhibit at Torquay 


On their stand at the British Electrical 
Power Convention to be held at Torquay in 
the week commencing June 8, the Jackson 
Electric Stove Co., Ltd., 143, Sloane-street, 
SW1, will be displaying a selection of their 
latest electric cookers, including the new 
“Two-Ninety.”. This model incorporates 
features such as light-weight lift-off hob, 
hand level controls, built-in towel rails, 
rollers on back legs and a unit construction 
wiring assembly. Also displayed will be the 
194] model with the new “ Clearview ” glass 
oven door. An insulated outer door to the 
oven is fitted to ensure that no heat is lost 
during cooking. To complete the representa- 
tive showing of cookers, there will be dis- 
played the 191J, and the 69 “ Giant.” 


THE BUILDER 


A Double-glazed Window 


Carda double-glazed horizontally pivoted 
windows, manufactured by Holcon, Ltd., 4, 
Drapers-gardens, Throgmorton-avenue, EC2, 
were used in the construction of the K-D 
Home shown in the prefabricated building 
section of the British Industries Fair at Earl’s 
Court recently. While this bungalow is par- 
ticularly designed for export, Carda windows 
are now widely used in this country. 


Welding of Aluminium Demonstrated 


A series of useful welding demonstrations 
which Northern Aluminium Company, Ltd., 
Banbury, Oxon, are now holding at various 
centres throughout the country shows that 
recent developments have gone to resolve 
the difficulties that once attended the welding 
of aluminium. The comprehensive notes 
given to those attending the demonstrations 
include very full details of the procedures 
used in the demonstrations, tables giving 
relevant information on the technique to be 
adopted in welding various thicknesses of 
metal to make different types of joints, and 
the reprint of an article outlining several 
methods of welding aluminium in addition 
to those demonstrated. 


State Coach Repairs 


The whole lower part of the State Coach, 
consisting of the eight panels painted by 
Cypriani in 1761, was recently found to be 
splitting and breaking up through age. To 
save these eight precious paintings it was 
necessary to remove the old wood from 
the paint film and to transfer the 
film to new panels. This operation was 
performed by Messrs. William Drown, 
picture restorers, of 110, New Bond-street, 
London, W1. The new panels were composed 
of a special resin-impregnated plywood 
known as “Permaply,” manufactured by 
Venesta, Ltd., Vintry House, Queen-street, 
EC4, understood to be permanently un- 
affected by moisture, dry rot, woodworm and 
other forms of decay and to remain free 
from perceptible dimensional changes caused 
by atmospheric conditions. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents 


* Australia.—The Department of 
Electricity, Brisbane City Council, has issued 
a call for tenders for the supply of bracket 
type and suspension type street light lanterns, 
Copies of the specification may be obtained 
from the Chief Engineer and Manager, 
Department of Electricity, Kelvin House, 
Adelaide-street, Brisbane, at a cost of 
10s. 6d. per copy. 


* Australia—The Melbourne City 
Council has issued a call for tenders for the 
supply and delivery of gas-filled fluorescent, 
mercury vapour and vacuum lamps. The 
closing date for the receipt of tenders js 
June 8. Any telephone enquiries should be 
made to the Board of Trade Commercial 
Relations and Export Department, Trafalgar 
8855, Extension 2520. 


Australia—Work will begin this month 
on the building of a £1m. sulphuric-acid 
plant at Cockle Creek near Newcastle, 
New South Wales. The plant is being built 
for the Sulphide Corporation, Ltd., which 
will use local pyrites instead of sulphur for 
making acid. The plant should be finished 
by the end of next year. Work has already 
begun on a similar plant in Adelaide, capital 
of South Australia, which is to cost about 
£2m. As far as is known all the civil en- 
sae work will be done by Australian 

rms. 


*East Africa-—A _ consulting engineer 
engaged by the Kenya Government has 
recently been examining suitable sites for 
the construction of a new bridge to connect 
Mombasa Island with the mainland. It is 
understood that a detailed report is to be 
prepared on the project, but that this is un- 
likely to be ready for four to six months. 
No details of cost are yet available, but a 
rought estimate has been in the region of 
£500,000. 

_The competition for the architectural de- 
sign of the new Head Offices of the Uganda 
Electricity Board—to be erected in Kampala 
evoked much interest, no less than 620 
architects from all over the world applying 
for copies of the regulations governing the 
submission of designs. 

Work has been commenced on the erection 
of buildings at Voi, Kenya, to house plant 
for the construction of pipes of pre-stressed 
concrete for the pipe line from Mzima 
Springs to Mombasa. This is the first step 
in the Mombasa £4m. scheme. The contract 
for the laying of the pipe line has been 
awarded to a French company. An invita- 
tion has been extended to suitably qualified 
firms to apply for permission to tender for 
the construction of a reservoir of !2m. 
gallons capacity; two alternative tenders 
are required (a) Contract No. 5A for con- 
struction of reinforced concrete reserve: to 
Departmental design and (b) Complete de- 
sign and subsequent construction of pre- 
stressed concrete reservoir. 

The Kenya Government has annovnced 
that they are shortly to purchase, unde; the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 
about 2,700 acres in the area where * is 
proposed that Nairobi’s future airport s! ould 
be sited. 

Poland—A new cigarette factory is 
being erected at Czyzyny near Cracow wich 
is at present in the experimental stage. ‘his 
factory, which will be the Jargest and "ost 
modern of its kind in Poland, will pro.uce 
over 20,000,000 cigarettes daily. 





* From the Board of i ister Infor-na- 
PRI ae Son Trade Special Register 
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France. —-A  Franco-Italian document 

recently signed in Rome has once again 
aroused interest in the Mont-Blanc tunnel. 
An inter-Governmental commission repre- 
senting France, Italy and Switzerland is 
to meet again to settle the detailed financial 
and other arrangements. A government 
bill has just been passed in Paris which will 
provide additional finance for house build- 
ing and war damage. According to the 
Ministry of Transport and Public Works the 
electrification of the Valenciennes—Thion- 
ville railway line which was commenced last 
year will cost some seven miiliard francs 
this year. The building work is to be com- 
pleted by 1955 when the line will be extended 
to Lille and Dunkirk. 


*1’SA.—Messrs. Currin Co., Inc., 1208, 
Carter-street, Chatanooga, Tennessee, is 
interested in receiving information on the 
following items with a view to represent- 
ing UK manufacturers: aluminium windows, 
stair nosings and trim, steel frame glass 
doors, adjustable louvres, metal door frames. 
Interested manufacturers should communi- 
cate direct by air mail with Mr. W. G. 
Currin, quoting prices in dollars c.if. 
Mobile, Alabama, and giving delivery dates. 
Catalogues and _ technical explanations 
should also be enclosed. All inquiries by 
telephone should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 2506. 


USSR.—A number of skyscraper buildings 
are being erected in the USSR. A new 32- 
storey hotel is being built along the 
Dorogomilovskaya Embankment in Moscow. 
Blocks of flats such as the large group on the 
Kotelnicheskaya Embankment are also 32- 
storeys high. Tall buildings are also planned 
for Riga, Kharkov and Stalingrad as well as 
other main cities. 


The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Scotland’s Ancient Monuments 


N Exhibition on Scotland’s heritage of 

ancient monuments, which has been 
arranged by the Scottish Building Centre 
in conjunction with the Ancient Monu- 
ments’ Department of the Ministry of 
Works, was opened at 425, Sauchiehall- 
Street, Glasgow, C2, on May 27. 


In a note dealing with the work of the 
Ministry in preserving this National Heritage 
the Architect in Charge of Ancient Monu- 
ments and Historic Buildings, says: “ With 
the growth of tourism in Scotland, these 
relics of the past become the raison d'etre 
for the countless motor, rail, bus and boat 
tours throughout the country. The possess- 
ion of ancient monuments in a town or 
Village is a priceless heritage, and is often 
instrumental in placing its name on_ the 
map of the world. They are the lures which 
biing vast numbers of foreign visitors to 
Our country each year. These buildings 
form part of our history and tradition, and 
as such are the links which bind the past 
to the present. It is necessary that they 
should be looked after with the utmost care 
and solicitude.” 





~ 


Improvement Grants 


lHAT GRANTS given for the improvement of 
ex.sting houses might become a heavy item 
on the rates if the number of applications 
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continued to increase was a point made by 
Nairn County Housing Convener, Mr. A. A. 
MACKINNON, at a meeting of Nairn County 
Finance Committee. He said he knew the 
Council would not wish to discourage any 
housing improvement, but he reminded the 
members that the amount of grants at present 
under consideration for improving private 
property would mean about twopence in the 
£1 on the rates if they were approved. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to erect at an est. cost 
of £13,500, an extension to the Crematorium, for 
which their architect is Alexander B. Gardner (F.), 
Council Housing Offices, Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Airdrie.—Plans in hand for the extension of the 
Lanarkshire Garage and workshops, est. to cost 
£8,500, at South Biggar-rd. The plans are by J. A. 
Laidlaw (Airdrie), Ltd., Airdrie. 

Dumfriesshire.—CC to erect a new school, est. to 
cost £60,000, at Lencluden, Dumfries. The architect 
is George Bartholomew (A.), County-bidgs., Dum- 
fries. 

Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for reconstruction and 
additions at 10/14, Cornwall-st., for Youth employ- 
ment services. The architect is A. G. Forgie (A.), 
Municipal-chbrs., Parliament-sq., High-st., Edinburgh. 
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FUTURE 


Glasgow.—Corporation to erect a 3 m. gal. reservoir 
at Garthamlock, a new 24-in. dia. rising main from 
the end of the new East Main to the reservoir, a 
1 m. gal. water tower near the new reservoir and 
ane pumping plant. Cost is estimated at £219,000. 
F. A. Macdonald and Partners have been appointed 
pifean B.. to invite tenders and supervise erection 
and construction of the tower and reservoir, while 
tenders have been authorised for the other works. 

.-~—Plans in hand for new maintenance 
workshops for the housing department, which are 
to be erected at Lochar-cres., Pollock. The architect 
is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Housing Offices, 
Trongate, Glasgow. 

lasgow.—Plans in hand for new shops at the 
Toryglen housing estate, for which the 
engineers are F. A. MacDonald & Partners, Wood- 
side-cres., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for reconstruction scheme, 
new offices and new stock buildings by N. S. 
Macfarlane & Co., Ltd., 9, Woodside-terr., Wood- 
lands-rd., Glasgow. 

Kinneil.—West Lothian CC to erect a new Public 
school. The architect is George P. Master 
of Works Offices, County-bidgs., Linlithgow. 

Leith.—Esso Petroleum Co., Ltd., propose to erect 
on ground at the north side of the Imperial Dock, 
Leith, a considerable distribution service point. It is 
hoped to make a start on construction in the early 
part of 1954. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for new shops, to be 
erected at the Arden housing scheme, Thornliebank, 
for which the Architect is Archibald G. Jury (F.), 
Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stil] open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


MAY 30. 

*+Rotherham BC.—New Kimberworth Park primary 
school. Director of Education, Education Offices, 
Domine-la. Dep. £5 5s. 

JUNE 3. 
*+Birmingham City C.—Contracts 249 and 280, 117 
canes. on Wydrall Farm estate; contract 283, 6 
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flats at Windsor-rd., Stirchley; contract 295, 7 houses 


at Horrell-rd., Sheldon; contract 305, 4 flats at 
Franklin-rd., Kings Norton; contract 3lla-b, 3 houses 
at Rednal House estate. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 4. 

*Surrey CC.— Clinic, Merstham, near 
County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 
JUNE 5. 


*+Crawley Dev. Corpa.—Shopping street and 25 
shops and accommodation, restaurant, etc., at Town 
Centre, stage I. Chief A, Broadfield, Crawley. 

*+Crawley Dev. Corpn.—682 dwellings at Pound 
Hill South. Chief A., Broadfield. 


JUNE 8. 
*+Bathavon RDC.—160 houses at Batheaston, near 


Bath. M. Whalley, ARIBA, 8, Cleveland-pl. East. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 30. 


*+Sittingbourne and Milton UDC. 


Reigate. 


—120 houses on 


North-court housing estate in five groups. E&S. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
JUNE il. 
*Brighton BC.—Completion of cleansing clinics at 
Hollingdean. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Durham CC.—13 police houses and one office. 
Police A, Durham. 

*Durham CC.—Police house, 
Police A, Durham. 

*Durham CC.—16 police houses at Broomside-la., 
Belmont, near Durham. Police A, Durham. 

*Darham CC.—Two police houses at Front-st., 
Dipton. Police A, Durham. 

*tWilts CC.—Grammar 
Calne. 


Eden-la., Gainford. 


school at 
County A, Trowbridge. 
JUNE 12. 


*Durham CC.—Pair of police houses, John-st., New- 
town, Houghton-le-Spring. Police A, Durham. 


*Sheffield City C.—269 dwellings on Greenhill estate, 
Dep. £2. 


Wessington, 
Tenders by July 9 


scheme No. 2. City A. 

*+Walthamstow BC.—Four flats at 287, Hoe-st.; two 
flats at Maynard-rd.; and six flats at Church-la. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. per scheme. Tenders by June 26. 


JUNE 13. 
*Lichfield CC.—Six shops with 8 flats and 
maisonettes over. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Prescot UDC.—Public conveniences at Atherton- 
st. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 15. 

“Brighton BC.— Public conveniences at Stanmer 
Park and Stanmer Village. BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. each 
site. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Detached house, garage, and 
alterations at Eye Police Station. County A, Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 7. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Police house and office at 
Roydon. County A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by July 7. 

*tEast Suffokk CC.—<1) Police section station at 
Framlingham; (2) police section station at Oulton 
Broad; (3) inspector's house at Leiston. County A, 
— Dep. £3 3s. per contract. Tenders by 

oF. 
*Luton _ houses, Runfold housing estate. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s 





850 


JUNE 16. 

“Bournemouth BC.—EFight flats and 18 houses on 
Kinson estate; 84 houses and 20 bungalows on West 
Howe estate in five contracts. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
per contract. 

"Salford City C.—New annexe and adaptations at 
Central Meals Kitchen, Bowker-st. City E. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Woodbridge UDC.—30 council houses. BS. Dep. 


£2 2s. i 
‘Huntingdon RDC.—Four houses and 2 bungalows 


at Upwood. K. Milner, LRIBA, 4, Market Hill, 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 20. 
*Hornchurch UDC.—Repairs 98 houses. S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JUNE 24. 


*West Bridgford UDC.—20 old people’s dwellings 


on Edwalton estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 26. 
‘Acton BC.—Alterations, Central Library, High- 
st. BE. 


JUNE 3. 

*Lincola CC.—Caretaker’s house at Robert Pattin- 
son Secondary School, North Hykeham. County A, 
Sleaford. 

*Lincola CC.—Police house at Ashfield-rd., Slea- 
ford. also at Osbournby and Boston. County A, 


Sleaford. 

JULY 7. 
*Halifax CB.—Extensions to Mixenden primary 
school. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 12. 

*+Breconshire CC.—Internal redecoration and ex- 
ternal painting at ten schools. County A, Rhyd 
Offices, Brecon. 

*East Ham BC. — Replacement of 909 lin. yds 
fencing at Barking-rd. Recreational Ground and 
Central Park. BE. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Installation of heating and hot 
water system, Westwood primary school, Marple 
Grove, March. County A, March. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by July 17. 

JUNE 18. 

*East Riding of Yorks CC.—{a) Wrought ironwork; 
(b) metal store fittings, for Cottingham County 
Secondary School. County A, Beverley 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 10. 
Com.—Sewage disposal plant at 


*tNorfolk Ed. ‘ 
Chief Ed. Officer, 


Sidestrand Hall Special School. 
Stracey-rd., Norwich. 
JUNE 15. 
*Edmonton BC.—Resurfacing of playgrounds at 
three schools. Boro’ A. 
JUNE 22. 
*Wokingham RDC.—Roads and sewers at Penn 


Fields. E. G. Hives, LRIBA, 3, Cork-st., Reading. 
Dep. £2 2s 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Brentwood.—ScHooL.—Essex Ed. Com. have 
approved erection of Pilgrims Hatch County Junior 
School for 320 pupils, estimated cost £52,150. 

Hornachurch.—BuNGALOwS.—Proposals have _ been 
made by Jelley (Builders), Ltd., 94, Slewins-la., Horn- 
church, for the erection of 4 bungalows at 1-4 on 
plan, Church-rd., Harold Wood. 

Horachurch.—Primary ScHOoL.—BC have no objec- 
tion to proposals made by Essex CC for the erection 
of a primary school at Rainham-rd., Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—Dwetiincs.—TP consent has _ been 
given to an application by Seven Kings Self Build pro- 
posing the erection of 17 dwellings at 1-17 on pian, 
Wennington-rd., Rainham. 

Hornchurch.—ScHoo.ts.—An application made by 
the Rev. Father Rohrman on behalf of the RC authori- 
ties for the erection of RC infants’ and junior schools 
at the junction of Rainham-rd., Rainham, and New- 
rd., Al}, has been approved by TP Com. 

Hornchurch.—Lanp DeveLopment.—TP Com. have 
approved the layout of a cul-de-sac off Brookside and 
the development of land by the erection of dwellings 
at Nelmes estate, proposed by E. A. Coryn & Son, 
building contractors, 45, Ardleigh Green-rd., Horn- 
church. 

Horacharch.—Hovuses.—Erection of eight houses in 
Hall-la.. Upminster, has been proposed by Upminster 
Park Development Co., Ltd., contractors, Quadrant- 
arcade, Romford. 

Islington. — Srte Devetopment. — Hsg. Com 
recommend the acquisition of Nos. 164-170 (even), 
Seven Sisters-rd. (capable of development by 12 dwell- 
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ings); and Nos. 82-84, Landseer-rd.; 134-158 (even), 
Sussex-way, 81, 120 and 122, Alexander-rd. (capable 
of development by 22 dwellings). Also recommended 
is the appointment of E. C. P. Monson, FA.RIBA, 
120, Moorgate, EC2, as architects, and O. E. Parratt, 
FRICS, Adelaide House, London Bridge, EC4, as 
quantity surveyor. 

Leyton.—Site PurcHase.—Essex Ed. Com. have 
given their approval to the purchase of 63, Farmer- 
rd., E10, as part of site for proposed Farmer-rd. 
County Secondary School. 

Ockendon.—ScHoo..—frection of the Bonnygate 
County Primary School for 570 pupils at estimated 
cost £85,800, has been approved by Essex Ed. Com. 
Also erection of Kenningtons County Primary School 
for 570 pupils at similar cost. 

Shoreditch.—Suors, FLats aND MAISONETTES.—Hsg. 
Com. have approved plans prepared by BE for the 
further development of Wenlock Barn estate by the 
erection of a four-storey block of 16 flats fronting 
Murray-gr. and crossing Westland-pl.; a ten-storey 
block facing Cropley-st.; and an ‘‘L ’’-shape block 
with a three-storey wing of eight shops and eight 
maisonettes fronting Murray-gr. and a five-storey 
wing of three shops and six maisonettes fronting Crop- 
ley-st. 

Walthamstow.—SiteE Acoursition.—Essex Ed. Com. 
have approved the acquisition of land at Woodford 
Green for the erection of a County Primary School. 

Wanstead.—Sire AcQutsition.—The acquisition of 
land for the erection of Nightingale Primary and 
Secondary School has been given approval by Essex 
Ed. Com. , 

Wood Green.—Housinc.—BC approved plans sub- 
mitted by Artizans and General Dwellings Co., Ltd., 
for erection of one shop with maisonettes over at 1, 
Vincent-rd., two dwelling-houses at 75/79, Moselle- 
ave., and 18 flats on land between 35 and 65, Bury- 
rd. The address of the firm is 1, Cromwell-rd., 
SW7, and not as given in our issue of May 15. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC propose erection of 21 blocks of 
Gregory flats at Huncoat. 


Ashford-in-the-Water (nr. Chesterfield).—‘‘ Church- 
dale Hall’’ has been acquifed by George Sutherland, 
caterer of Sheffield, for conversion to high-class resi- 
dential hotel. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC awaiting approval of 
scheme for erection of 14 to 16 houses on Greyhound 
Inn site. Erection of further houses in Cockfield 
village being considered. 

Barrow.—BC propose reconstruction of public baths. 
Quantity S, Poole & Dick, 7, Brazennose-st., Man- 
chester. 

Blackpool.—BC to issue licence for erection of 32 
houses to R. Fielding & Son, Stanhope-rd. Works.— 
BC propose large building comprising shops, car 
parks, etc., at Old Market site, £150,000 est. cost. 

Blyth.—Northumberland Cty. Welfare Comm. to 
erect aged persons’ home at Blyth. Scheme approved 
in principle. 

Bolton.—TC approved plans for canteen and im- 
provements to buildings at back of Bank Generating 
Station, for Brit. Elec. Auth. 

Bootle.—EC approved repairs and alterations at 
Christ Church Sch., £11,262 est. 

Bradford.—TC to invite tenders for 18 police 
houses on various sites.—Received approval for Stage 
1 of rebuilding Rawson Market, £39,500 est. 

British Railways.—BR authorised by British Trans- 
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port Commission to proceed with three ; 
improvement schemes, total cost nearly “une Theos 
include widening of East Coast main line herw 
New Barnet and Potters Bar; modernisation "a 
Crewe (North). Motive Power Depot with offi 
accommodation, and provision of a big new motne 
power depot at Thornaby (near Middlesbrough) ? 
Coventry.—TC propose erection of ; 
rd. Plans by City A. Donald En Be. cay et Poleshill 
Camberland.—CC to obtain tend erecti 
of ~~ — -_ 10 firemen’s hemi at oe 
cos ,000. County A, J. H. 0 a 
ag > y H. Haughan, Portland. 
Darlington.—T. Summerson and So 
acquired Mowden Hall, for jane ie 
ie cate poration of 110 houses at 
: ungalow : 
site at Braunston-rd. “ ner mane 08 Old Rome 
Derbyshire.—CC seek approval f ion of f 
station at Bradwell.—EC propose g Pong am — 
1953/4 programme:—Belper Sec. Mod., £134 640 an: 
Dronfield Sec. Mod., £124,000 est.; Heanor Sec Mod. 
£101,660 est.; Eckington Sec. Mod., £134.640 a 
Blockwell Inf., Chesterfield, £29,260 est ™ 
Doncaster.—Corpn. Propose erection of 12 


and 18 flats in Beckett- «tet : 
laundry. ett-rd. district, with a co 


_ Dudley.—BC to prepare worki rings 
tion of three-storey dwellings anon ro ae 
Durham.—M of E included foll im in C 
ys s building programme for ~~ Meal ene 
Ayclifle Mod. Sch. £137,700; and Peterlee C. Int 
. “ = ’ ma A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la 
urham.— _A, Byland Lodge, to are ia 
- plans for erection of shops at Freeswelignse Mon. 
arpark Colliery Industrial Co-op. Soc. planning 


shops 
mmunal 


erection of shop on housing site near Whitehouse * 


ood. 


Durham.—MH_ asked to 
eI a : , 
crematorium in Durham =“ construction of 


Ellesmere.—UDC propose ; 
houses at Cattles-la., Os i fe 
Gidion sis Gaur Swestry site, £500,000 est.. in- 
cottiet ding a tenes Race 
Guchenear. -» Ltd., for erection of 6 houses at 
Gateshead.—_TC to 
; . k tende: 1 
scheme for alterations to Fountain” View — : 


Architect: : ’ 
onives.” Spence & Price, St. Mary s-pl., Newcastle- 


invite 


Gateshead.—TC to negoti 
. gotiate for ~ O 
—_ of housing land at Beacon fe pe . 1 
M acGregor, authorised to prepare schedule of vacant 
Sites in the town suitable for housing and to obtain 
= from R. G. Tarran & for erection of 
130 *Dorran ™ houses, 94° Oot noes 9 
traditional houses on Biack Hill ahs. —— 

Gosforth.—_UDC to negotiat i i I 
builders for erection of Pr os oot “gs dage “oe 
beck-rd. S, Clifford Wyld. Tr 

Guisborough.--H. L. Nunw 

' ° 5 eek, LRIBA, Mazda- 

ridge, Campos. Sheffield, architect for proposed 
-la.”” Hotel for Hope & Anchor Brewery Co 


Guishorough.—Cyri! 
Ballroom into cinema. 


Halifax.—Holt Bros., Ltd. ro truction 
af at junction Siepest(Chatene 7. 
ebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC asked S >. Bestow, to 

Prepare plans for community aig en 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—S, R. C. Best 
Plans for flats on Monkton-la. estate. mee 

Holywell.—RDC to erect 4 aes Lvga 
estate, Pentre Halkyn. ae ee te 
tC Propose 32 flats at Vauxhall-rd. and 
ranmer-st. 

,Longbenton.—Contracts still unsettled for erection 
of tractor works at Longbenton for Vickers-Arm- 
Strongs, Ltd., Elswick, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Macclesfield.—TC to invi for 29 } 
Sa to invite tenders for 29 

Morpeth.—TC approved plans for 65 more h 
and have further schemes in view for 225 ! 
Plans by S, F. R. Perkins. 

Nelson.—TC seek loan £11,000 f 0 aged p 
bungalows at Charles-st. : oti al 

Newbiggin.—UDC to erect another 10 house 
cost £13,880. Plans by H. S. Robson, S. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C. received loan sanction 
£229,480 for erection of Rutherford Gram 
£56,309 for houses in Armstrong-rd. and Slatyford-la 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received sanction to 
borrow £56,309 for building of 93 houses in Arm- 
strong-rd. area. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market 
Newcastle.—National Dock Labour Board to build 
medical centre on Quayside and comvert premises 19 
Osborne-rd. into offices. Architect, C. S. irring- 
ton, 46, Grainger-st. 

Newcastle.—City C received sanction to >orrow 
£229,480 for new Rutherford Gram. Sch. City 4. © 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market. 


Northants.—EC propose conversion of former ™4¢ 
casual ward at Glapthorn-rd. Hosp., Oundle, £1). 


North Riding.—Tenders to be invited by 5 [oF 
erection of Eastfield Cty. Jun. Sch. Architects, 5. W- 


Bielby to convert Carlton 


prepared 
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Milburn & Pinrs., 9, Esplanade, Sunderland. Quantity 
s, T. H. Rae, 3, ” Belford-ter., Sunderland. Ajso pro- 
posed to obtain tenders for Marske Cty. Inf. Sch. 
Architect, J. =. Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Quantity S, Turner & Ing, 71, Linthorpe-rd., 
Newcastle-on-T. yne. 

North Riding. —EC approved sketch plans for addi- 
oms at Brompton Halli — Sch. and 


onal classr 
Welburn Hall Spec. Sch. School A, D. W. Dickenson, 
County Hail, Northallerton. 


North Riding. —M of E has approved following 
schools as building programme for 1954:—Northaller- 
ton Cty. Prim. Sch. for 280 pupils; Eastfield Scar- 


horough Cty. Mod. Sch. for 300 pupils; and Eastfield 
Cty. Prim. Sch. for 280 pupils. School A, D. W. 
Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton. 


North Riding.—Ed. Com. received approval to 
build prim. sch. at Northallerton for 280 scholars. 


County A, Northallerton. 3 
Northumberland.—CC seeking 75 per cent. from 
M of T towards £41,670 scheme for widening and re- 


construction of Seaton Delaval railway bridge. 

Northumberland.—CC to build clinic at Broomhill 
at £9,500. County A, C. C. Brown, Newcastie-on- 
Tyne 

Northumberland.—CC to build home for aged 
people at Wallsend. County A, C. C. Brown, County 
Hali, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—EC approved plans for 2 schools at 
Clifton estate, £92,220 est.—Seek M of E approval for 
erection of sec. sch. at Aspley Park-dr., £196,300 est. 


Rushden.—-Northants CC propose erection of health 
centre, £13,975 est. 
Sheffield.—John Young & Co. (Sheffield), Ltd., pro- 


pose erection of industrial buildings at Clements-st. 
Sheffield.—_TP Com. to use additional grant of 
£100,000 in licences, sanctioned by MoH&LG for re- 
building of blitzed premises in central city area, in- 
cluding Angel-st./High-st. and The Moor. 
Southport.—BC to prepare plans for crematorium at 
Scarisbrick 


South Shields.—John Rowell & Sons, Ltd., brewers, 
143, High-st., Gateshead, planning erection of tem- 
porary hotel at corner of Prince Edward-rd./Harton-la. 


Staffs.—EC propose following for 1954/5 schools 
programme:—Prim. Cty. area, Weston Coyney Jun. 
and Inf.; Uttoxeter Jun. and Inf.; Stafford Rising 
Brook Jun. and Inf.: Secondary Cty. area, Stafford 
extensions at Rising Brook to four-form entry; Bid- 
dulph Boys’ Sec. Sch.; Cellarhead, extensions to six- 
form entry sec. sch.; Newcastle, Bradwell sec.  sch.; 
Chesterton, partial completion of first phase of sec. 
scn 

Stockpert.—TC propose erection of 6 maisonettes, 
4 flats, 10 shops, 9 service shops, 18 lock-up garages, 
public calmeeeik and 2 offices at Brinnington-rd. 
£48,810 est 

Stoke-on-Trent.—TC propose further 
houses on various sites. 

Sunderland.—Matkin & Hawkins, 
chbrs. architects for additions in Nile-st. for T. Reed 
& Co., Ltd., printers. 


Tynemouth.—Contracts undecided for erection of 
Il houses near Broadway for Northumberland TA 


24 ~«police 


Barclays Bank- 


and AF Assoc. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & 
MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Walsall.—TC to invite tenders for 20 flats at St 
Matthews-cl., Church Hill. 


Wellingborough.—_R DC 


rchester 


approved 12 houses at 


6 at Earls Barton. 


West Lanes.—RDC to acquire 34-acre site at 

Hesketh-la. as housing site. 
TENDERS 

° De otes accepted. 
1 Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
3 Det tes aecepted subject to modification. 

Der Depart- 


tes accepted by H.M. Government 
fs 


Biackburn.—Stage 1 of a new technical college, 
for BC Willink & Dod (FF), Cunard-bidg., Liver- 
Pp Wm. Livesey & Co., Ltd., Hall-st., Blackburn. 

Blackpool.—6 houses and 4 flats at Dingle-ave. and 

vell Walk, Grange Park, for TC: ‘*Wilkinson 
Bros., 120, Lytham-rd., Blackpool, £12,026. 
opbrighouse. -—10 aged persons’ bungalows at Rastrick 


a.) estate, for BC: *N. Berry & Sons, Brig- 

h » £8 665. 
Burnley. —Repairs and improvements at Holy 
n School, for BC: *Howarth Bros., Ltd., il, 


Primet Bridge, Colne, £9,331. 


Mur exate for BC houses and 4 bungalows on Cae 
V ate, for BC. BE&S. Quantities by L. C. Wake- 


™ Ptnrs. 
H. G Williams & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 

Bangor £77,609 
B chin (Contractors), Ltd., Middlewich 76,758 
Willams & Williams (Caernarvon), Ltd., Llys 

Meirion, Caernarvon «2 oe 


(Three lowest tenders.) 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Library and flats, Mill 
House estate, Warlingham. for UDC. L. V. Gordon, 
MRE. BSc, AMICE, ACGI, E&S: 

R. W. Smale & Co., Ltd., Streatham £8,565 
F. W. Woolgar, Croydon .. .. 8,486 
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H. Wright (Builders), SE25 8,198 
R. Pattern, SWI17 8,092 
G. W. House & Sons, Ltd., E20 8,040 
W. H. Whiteacre, EC2 7,953 


¢R. J. Clarke, 87, Whyteleafe Hill, Whyte- 

leafe, Surrey .. 7,297 

Chesterfield.— Erection of Reotkwell ‘and Westfield 
prim. inf. sch., for EC: *C. E. Gaunt and Sons, Ltd., 
West Bars, Chesterfield, £28,874 and £27,785. 

Colne.—44 houses and 12 flats at Laneshaw Bridge, 
for TC: *Direct labour, £74,880. 

Colne Valley.—30 houses at Golcar, for UDC: *E. 
bos cm 184, Cowlersley-la., Milnsbridge, Hudders- 
el 

Colwyn Bay.—48 houses at Old Colwyn, for TC: 
*Ashworth Bros., Penrhyn-ave., Rhos-on-Sea, £60,702. 

Coventry.—Erection of new science block at Caludon 
Castle comp. sec. sch. for EC: *Thomas Bates and 
Son, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., Coventry. 

Darlaston.—110 houses at Bentley, for 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Derby.—Adaptations at Ridgeway Hospital, for 
oe Hosp. Brd.: *J. W. Haynes & Son, Strutt- 

. Belper, £21,694. 

Deusins (f10M).—116 houses at Willaston estate, for 
BC: *McCormick & Davies, Ltd., Willaston estate, 
Douglas. 

Durham.—Erection of an RC church at West Auck- 
land, together with alterations to hall and presbytery. 
Architect, K. Burke, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*Dunn & Dunwell, Arden-st., Darlington. 

Egham.—66 houses and bungalows on six sites, for 


UDC: 


UDC. N. S. Bowes, AMICE, FRICS, Regd. Archi- 
tect, E&S: 
Flowitt & Co., Ltd., South Wimbledon, 

SWi9 £103,013 
Lewood (Ditton), Ltd., Cobham 99,610 


*Telling & Son (Builders), Ltd., 79, Thames- 


“:. Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex 88,023 
Hodgkinson Bros., Ltd., Ashford (sections . 

4 and 5) e 58,798 
Tarrant Builders, Ltd., Virginia Water 

(sections 2 and 3)... 55,444 
Waymins, Ltd., Virginia Water (sections 

1, 3 and 4) .. 46,143 
G. Frewin, Ashford (sections 4 and 5) 30,398 
H. G. Denman & Son, Staines (sections 1 

and 5) 19,423 


Finchley.—Two two-storey flats in Queens-rd., for 
BC. Chief Architect, Housing and Town Planning 
Department: *A. E. Smith, 40, Myddleton Park, N20, 
£2,517. 

Gateshead.—Eight police houses at South Hill-rd., 
for TC. Plans by the Boro’ A: *Direct labour, £14,050. 

Glasgow.—Erection of 144 houses at Area B of the 
Garmunnoch housing estate, for Corporation. Archi- 
bald G. Jury (F), Housing A, Corporation Housing 
Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow: *Hugh Bradley & Co., 
Ltd., Govan, Glasgow, £250,702. 

Glasgow.—New sen. sec. sch. to be erected at over 
£300,000 at Penilee, for Corporation. John MacNab 
(F), Corporation Architect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow: 

Excavation, brick, building and allied works, 
*Matthew Simpson & Co., Ltd., £125,872. 
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Steel structural engineering works, *The Clyde Struc- 
tural Engineering Co., Ltd., £31,40 402. 
and allied works, 


Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery 
*Hamilton & Forbes, Ltd., £68,293. 
Glazing and allied works, *S. Wright & Co., Ltd., 


£2,368. 

Slating, roughtcasting and allied works, *A. C. 
White &Co, Ltd., £602. 

Asbestos ‘concrete roofing covering and allied 
works, *F. B. Price & Co. (Roofing), Ltd., £11,463. 

Bitumen felt roofing covering and allied works, 


“The Neuchatel Asphalting Co., Ltd., £3,210. 

Plumbing, sanitary engineering, gasfitting and allied 
works, *Robert Renfrew & Sons, Ltd., £28,756. 

Tile, terrazzo and allied works, “Tolfolo, Jackson 
and Co., Ltd., £5,215. 

Iron railings and gates and allied works, *P. & R. 
Fleming & Co., Ltd., £3,381. 

(All of Glasgow.) 

*Gt. Yarmouth.—Extensions at Technical College. 
Lichfield-rd., for B.C. FF. Jackson, ARIBA, Schools 
Architect, 22. Euston-rd. Quantities by Philip Pank 
& Partners, FRICS: 

Harris & Andrews, Ltd., Alpha-rd., Gt. Yar- 


mouth £3,586 
E. Moore & Son, Ltd., Lichfield Works, 

Great Yarmouth 7,782 
H. A. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., South Icehouse 

Hill, Gorleston . 7,602 


Bush Builders, Ltd., Norwich 7,500 
*R. H. Carter & Son, Ltd., Anson-rd., Great 
Yarmouth 7,381 
Hemiltea.—Erection of 56 houses at the Udston- 
Millhouse housing site. George Allison, Corporation 
A, Council-chbrs.. Hamilton: *Thomas C. Anderson, 
Ltd., Hamilton, £93,070. 


Heston and Isleworth.—Erection of 23 houses on 


the Woodfield-rd. housing estate, for BC: 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham £38,134 
Wesley Builders, Ltd., London, NW10 36,334 
Hoad & Son, Ltd., North Wembley 35,936 
i? & Co., Ltd., London, SW19 34,634 
G. Wood, Ltd., Landon, W6 33,337 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., London, SWi9 . 33,116 
R. F. Warry, Ltd., Feltham .. . 32,708 
Arthur Watson, Ltd.. Hounslow é a: See 
Telling & Son (Builders), Ltd., Sunbury 30,727 
K. L. Williams, Ltd., Southall ; 29.984 
Roger Miller & Co., 'Ltd., Hounslow 29,965 
*Building & Public Works Construction Co., 

Ltd.. Swindon <3 29.945 
E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., " Uxbridge 2 29,364 


(Subject to MOH&LG approval.) 
Ince.—60 houses, for UDC: *J. Gaffney & Son, 
277, Whelley, Wigan. 
Kendal.—‘S4 houses, Hall Garth estate, 
*W. H. Ainsworth & Co., Kendal. 


€Londoa (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways: 

Darlington: Cleaning and painting of station build- 
ings, awnings, roofs, warehouses, etc., on the Notting- 
ham to Lincoin line, Mansfield-Southwell line and 
mid-Notts joint line, J. Arundel & Co. (Louth), Ltd., 
Cornmarket, Louth, Lincs. Cleaning and painting 
of station buildings, awnings, roofs, warehouses, etc., 
at Conisbrough station and on South Yorkshire joint 
line, T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave-rd., c/o 
Abbey Park-rd., Leicester. Cleaning and painting of 
offices, messrooms, toilets, roofs, warehouses, etc., at 
King’s Cross goods yard (Fish-rd.), R. Ridd & Son 
(Contractors), Ltd., 7, Burntwood-ave., Hornchurch, 
Essex. Cleaning and painting of bridges between White- 
moor junction and Welland bridge, Arundel (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 70, Harris-st., Bradford. Cleaning and 
painting of station buildings, awnings, roofs, ware- 
houses, etc., at Newark North Gate, Bottesford line 
and Newark-Lincoin line, R. Ridd and Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 7, Burntwood-ave., Hornchurch, Essex. 


€London (MOW).—Contracts let by MOW during 
week ended May 9: 

Aberdeen: Strabathie, erection of TRS, Pelling & 
Cromshaw, Ltd., 17, Lindsay-st., Arbroath. Cam- 
bridgeshire: Cambridge Head Post Office, adaptations, 
Coulson & Son, Ltd., 37, St. Andrews-st., Cambridge. 
Kent: Mereworth, nr. Maidstone, erection of TRS, 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd.. West Borough, Maidstone, 
Kent; Bromley Crown Building, erection, Higgs & Hill, 
Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., SW8. Lanark- 
shire: Drug Accounts Committee, 137, Sauchiehall-st., 
Glasgow. adaptations, Andrew Wilson & Sons, 10. 
Queenshill-st, Glasgow. N. Lancashire: HM Prison, 
Hornby-rd.., Walton, Liverpool, reconstruction of wings 

I” and “ K,” Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Dryden- 
st.. Liverpool 5. Staffordshire: Agri. Research Station, 
Cold Norton Farm, Stone, erection of granary, C. 
Cornes & Sons, Lichfield-st. Works, Hanley, Stoke-on- 
Trent. 

€London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended May 16:— 

Warwickshire: Road repairs. N. W. Dunn & Co., 
Ltd., Wellesbourne. Cheshire: Painting. Arthur Hogg. 
Ltd.. Cru li. Flintshire: Concrete construction, 
J. W. Flather, Ltd., Ellesmere Port. Nottingham- 
shire: Painting and decorating. F. Labbett & Sons, 
Nottingham. Westmorland: Term contract. W. E. 
Sayer. Kirkby Stephen. Yorkshire: Painting and 
decorating. F. Labbett & Sons. pes Term 
contract, W. Freeman, Ltd., 

Durham: Painting and hf A. 
Graham, Ltd.. Sunderland. } tay ed 
construction, Middleton & (Blackpool), Ltd., 
Darlington. Oxfordshire : Saildine work, T. H. 
Kingerlee & Sons. Ltd., Oxford. Devonshire: 
ing, H. E. Hansford, Honiton. Hamp. : 
ing, Donald Humberstone & Co., Ltd., dosth. 
Dorsetshire: Painting and decorating. W. T. Picker- 


for TC: 
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ing & Sons, Ltd., Watford; Building, Hawkins Bros., Devizes; Hutting repairs, Roberts Adlard & Co., Ltd., 
Bournemouth. Croydon. Essex: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 

Wiltshire: Miscellaneous, L. Masien & Sons, Ltd., Ltd., London, W9. London: Painting, T. H. Kenyon 
& Sons, Lid., London, W9. Kent: Miscellaneous, H. 
Goodsell, Maidstone. Hertfordshire: Hutting, Univer- 
sal Housing Co., Ltd., Luton. Norfolk: Building 
work, O. Staines & Son, Swaffham. ‘ 

Naneaton.—101 houses at Camphill estate, for TC: 
*Coltman & Sons, Ltd., Castle-st., Coventry, £124,182. 

Redditch.—56 houses, for UDC: *C. Bryant & Son, 
Ltd., 60, Whitmore-rd., Birmingham. 

Shardlow.—46 houses near Wood-ave., for RDC: 
*Sherwin Building & Contracting Co., Ltd., Stapleford, 
Beeston, £67,188. 

Stirling.—Erection of 20 houses at the Torbet hous- 
ing site, for Corporation. W. M. Gillespie (F), archi- 
tect, Master of Works Office, Stirling: *The Weir 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Housing Corporation, Ltd., Coatbridge, Lanarkshire. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—16 houses, for the TC. Boro’ A, 
T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton: *Teesside 
Builders, Ltd., Thornaby-rd., Thornaby, £21,230. 

' Stretford.—36 flats and 26 houses at Moss Park site 
No. 3, for TC: *D. Franklin, 2, Midland Bank-chbrs., 
Station-st., Urmston 


| Sunderland.—3) bungalows and 6 terrace houses 
on the Castletown estate, for TC. Boro’ A., H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: 
*L. W. Evans, Ltd., 18, Norfolk-st., Sunderland. 
Swadlincote.—54 houses at Hartshorne estate, for 
UDC: *F. Perks & Sons, Ltd., Longeaton, Notts. 
Walsall.—Erection of a branch library at Coalpool, 
for BC: *W. Kendrick & Son, Ltd., Tasker-st., Walsall. 


22 houses at Gipsy-la. site, for TC: *Hailey & Shinton, 
Wolverhampton, £30,031. 
Whitehaven.—Stage 1 of a new College of Further 
Education, for CC: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., Car- 
lise. 
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Perforated Clay Bricks 


The Building Research Station have just 
published their Digest No. 15, entitled “ Per- 
forated Clay Bricks.” It gives particulars of 
the properties of perforated bricks and the 
method of laying them. 


European Steel Study 


The Industry Division of the Economic 
Commission for Europe has prepared a study 
of production and consumption trends in flat 
steel products. This is the first of a series 
dealing with the more specialised problems 
affecting the European steel industry. 
Entitled “ The European Steel Industry and 
the Wide-Strip Mill,” it can be obtained 
through the sales agents for United Nations 
publications, price 7s. 6d. 
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